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EDITORIAL 


Christmas Coming! 


Immanuel: God with us: and so we have Christ- 
mas! In ancient times men had their holidays. Of 
old, folk celebrated annual festivals. Some called 
the days of the week by the names of their gods. 
High days and holy days spangle the procession of 
the calendar. But no one knew Christmas till Christ 
came! 


Some look on Christmas as a time for money- 
making; some, for merry-making. To some, it means 
revelry; to others, giving and getting. For the mer- 
cenary it is business; for the sensual, it is riot. To 
the child it is wonder; to youth it is holiday; to age 
it is memory. For the heart it means home; for the 
mind, meditation; to the soul, it speaks Christ. For 
none knows the coming of Christmas who leaves 
out the Saviour. 


Men become frantic over oil. Folk lose their 
minds over gold. New Year’s Day for resolutions; 
May for memorial; July means patriotism; Sep- 
tember brings decoration. Hearts thrill over D-day, 
and V-day, and J-day, and the Day of Armistice. 
The changing seasons kindle fires of fervid imagi- 
nation. The day of the horse-race lures myriads; 
football counts its millions of fanatical fans. But 
nothing stirs the world like Christmas! 


How appropriate; how fitting. Bring the Saviour 
into contact with the heathen heart: there is a new 
creation. Link the Lord with the soul of the com- 
poser, and we have the sublimest of oratorios. Place 
Christ before the easel: lo, the priceless heirloom 
of ages. See Him the center of the congregation: 
behold, the greatest organization on earth. Mark 
the Son of God as the central figure of otherwise 
disconnected writings: here is the Scripture, the 
Written Word, the sanctifying instrument of the 
Holy Spirit. Bring the Lord into contact with a 
pagan festival; and lo, it becomes the greatest day 
in the calendar! Christmas! 

The lord of life enters life at every point. Of 
old, God promised to come into human experience. 
The Old Testament shows He would come. The New 
Testament tells that He did come. The civilized 
world proclaims He is here! But Christmas really 
comes only for those who come to Christ the Lord 
of Christmas and of life! —R.F.G. 


Good Tidings - Great Joy 
All People - A Saviour 
Christ The Lord 


Some Christmas Suggestions 


Does God really care? Or is He, as some of our 
lives might indicate, inapproachable and content to 
dwell in the dim distance, altogether self centered 
and aloof? Our hearts must have an answer to 
this, a clear sure word. 


Does God want human fellowship? How clear the 
positive answer! We see it in the creation of man 
and the garden companionship in the cool of the 
evening. We easily recognize it in the Chosen 
Nation and His gentle care for them through all 
their centuries of training. In the solemn, exquisite 
ceremonies in the Tabernacle and in the Temple we 
see His heart yearning for His creation. 


How far will Ged go to reach man? The prophets 
cry their messages of His passion for His children. 
The Old Testament Scriptures converge on the 
coming climax of His holy plan for fellowship. The 
dawn breaks, the Babe looks up from the manger; 
the Boy, the Man, the Messiah moves out into the 
path of humanity intimately sharing its burdens, 
its trials, its sorrows, its sicknesses. For God is in 
Christ unveiling Himself to human eyes and hearts. 


What kind of men does God seek for this fellow- 
ship? Shepherds, humble, poor and obscure. The 
wise royalty of the East. Little children are drawn 
to Him by His tender hand and kindly eye. The sick, 
the outcast, the sorrowing, the helpless; also the 
scholarly leaders, the sturdy fishermen, the Roman 
officer, the peak personality of the age; these with 
the publican and even the betrayer are the objects 
of His heart compassion. 


What is man’s true response? Humility, faith, 
and praise. Hearts open wide to His love and His 
salvation. The putting of our very lives into His 
hands for His plan for us. How gladly we should 
trust Him, should obey Him, should give Him the 
Lordship in our lives, as we receive and seal the 
fellowship He has wrought! Yes, and our voices 
should blend with the millions that love and ac- 
claim Him in the Christmas carols of heart praise 
for His Unspeakable Gift. —S. McPh. G. 
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The Spirit Of Christmas 


Imitating The Incarnation 


Christmas is the season that warms our hearts 
and puts us in the spirit of giving instead of that 
of getting. At Christmas we at least begin to 
remember the words of the Lord how He said that it 
was more blessed to give than to receive. 


This Christmas spirit is enshrined in several of 
the Christmas stories. The late President Roosevelt 
had the habit of reading to his family at this 
season, Dickens’ Christmas Carol. Perhaps, we 
might refresh our memories of this touching story. 
Old Scrooge was as close a skinflint as the old City 
of London knew, as mean and hard a man to work 
for as was ever served by flesh and blood. But on 
his return to his bachelor apartment on the night 
before Christmas he was visited by Ghosts of Christ- 
mas Past, and of Christmas Present, and af Christ- 
mas Future. 


He saw the kindnesses shown him in the warm- 
hearted Christmasses of yore; of the selfish way he 
was misusing the day in loneliness while even his 
clerk and forgotten cousin had at least some of 
Christmas cheer; of a future Christmas when Tiny 
Tim would have gone into another world because 
his poor father, Bob Gratchit, could not adequately 
provide for him on the pittance Scrooge paid, of 
a future Christmas when Scrooge would be gone 
himself with no more opportunity to do good—And 
by these helpful visitors a change came. Old Scrooge 
awoke a new Scrooge to find that it was still 
Christmas day—in time to send the biggest turkey 
at the market to his Clerk, to visit his cousin and 
to begin to live the Christmas spirit of good cheer, 
of sharing with those about him. 


In the Other Wise Man, Henry Van Dyke has 
drawn his picture of the Christmas spirit. He 
fancies that there was another wise man who had 
a rendezvous to meet those who came to visit the 
Babe Jesus. But this Other Wise Man, Artaban, 
stopped to minister to a hurt traveller and missed 
the rendezvous with his friends. To secure other 
camels and cross the desert required time. Hence, 
when he arrived in Bethlehem his friends the Three 
Wise Men had visited the Christ Child and had 
departed. Indeed, Jesus, Mary and Joseph had fled 
into Egypt as refugees from the sword of Herod. 
And while Artaban was in Bethlehem, King Herod’s 
men came to kill every child under two years of 
age in an effort to destroy him who was born to be 
King of the Jews. 


Artaban had transferred his whole wealth into 
three precious jewels to give to the King whom 
the Star heralded. But as the innocents were being 
slaughtered under Herod’s command, Artaban stood 
at the door of a poor Jewish home and gave one 
of his jewels to the captain of the band to save 
the life of a baby in that home. Thereafter, he 
sought everywhere to find the Christ, but was 
always too late. Finally, he came to Jerusalem 
where Pilate’s soldiers were rushing Jesus out of 
the City to crucify him. 


Artaban pushed on after them with his last jewel 
ready to give to the captain of the Roman troop 
to secure the release of Jesus. And then he met a 
group dragging into slavery a Jewish girl, solid to 
pay the debts of her father. Artaban’s heart was 
touched—the last jewel saved for the King was 
given to ransom the girl. As he moved on with 





empty hands a timber fell on the ancient wise man; 
but ere Artaban passed on, the Master stooped by 
him whispering, “Inasmuch as ye did it unto the 
least of these my brethren, ye did it unto me.” 


We are indebted to these gifted writers for 
portraying in life stories the meaning of Christmas. 
But as we catch the Christmas Spirit here let us 
not fail to see it in the original Biblical account. 
These fictitious stories get their inspiration and 
meaning from records that are true. 


The Christmas spirit is foreshadowed in the 
record of Abraham offering up to God the child of 
all his hopes and promises. The rabbis call the 
twenty-second chapter of Genesis “the Akedah” 
and say that few chapters of the Bible have had a 
more potent and lasting influence on the lives and 
souls of men. “Abraham called the name of that 
place Jehovah-Jireh: as it is said to this day, In 
the Mount of Jehovah He shall be seen” (Gen. 
22:14 marginal translation). Through the sacrifice 
of the child of all his faith and hope Abraham 
glimpsed the love of God who would one day give 
His Only-begotten Son. It is not too much to say 
that there God preached the Gospel to Abraham. 


God stayed the hand of Abraham and provided a 
ram caught in the thicket. As He did so, the Most 
High in effect said: Not Isaac the child of the 
promise, but another of thy seed Abraham, One who 
shall be MY only Son, shall stand for the sins of the 
people. At least two great New Testament texts 
are moulded on that scene on Mount Moriah. When 
Abraham offered up Isaac, he became the prototype 
of the Father, “Who spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all’ and “who shall with 
Him surely give us all things” (Rom. 8.32). “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son—to be lifted up as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness—that whosoever believeth 
in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:15-16). 


The Christmas Spirit is found as well in the life 
and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ as in the 
Father’s gift of Him for us and for our salvation. 
When there was selfishness, bickering and jealousy 
in the Church, the Apostle Paul called upon the 
members not to look every man on his own things 
but every man on the things of others. “‘Have this 
mind in you,” he continued, “which was also in 
Christ Jesus. Who being in the form of God 
thought the being on an equality with God not the 
prize to be clutched after and held greedily to. 


Instead He emptied Himself of all thought of 
self by taking the form of a slave and being made 
in the likeness of men. And being found in fashion 
as a man He humbled Himself, becoming obedient 
unto death, yea the death of the Cross.” (Phil. 
2:5-9). Thus in the form of a servant we see the 
heart of God and the spirit of Christmas. Even the 
heavenly Son of Man came to earth not to be 
served but to serve, not to get but to give His 
life a ransom for many. No wonder then that the 
angels sang at Christmas: 


Glory to God, not only in highest heaven but 
also here on earth, Peace among men of His good 
pleasure. The glory of God’s heart is seen in His 
love that gave His Son for us. It is seen in that 
eternal Son pushing aside all thought of self as 
He took the form of a servant to serve us, the 
place of a lowly criminal to die on the Cross for 
our salvation. When we taste of His grace the 
spirit of Christmas begins to shine in us. For some- 
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thing of this same love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit. He enables us to 
understand that God commends His love to us, in 


that even while we were sinners Christ died for us. 
—Wm. C. R. 


“The law was given by Moses, but grace and 


truth came by Jesus Christ.”’ John 1:17 


The law is truth and the law teaches love, but 
grace and truth were incarnated in the Son of God. 
The law written upon cold stone must be written 
upon warm hearts. It was written in its fullest form 
and beauty upon Jesus Christ. His was a life of 
perfect truth and gr 


Grace is love in its loveliest g rarment for grace is 
love to the unlovely, to those dese rve it not. 
The world that God loved, and Jesus loved, was not 
a world of good people, but of bad people—a world 
of sinners. 





mG 


Truth sets men shall know the truth 
and the truth shall make you free.” The shackles « 
sin and the slavery of Satan are both broken by the 
truth of God entering our minds and hearts 


Grace ought to set men on fire. We love because 
He first loved us, ved the undeserving and un- 
lovely. The love of Christ His gracious love 
constrains us, for “we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead, and that He died for 
all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him which died for 
them, and rose again.”’ 


Should not this simple stat ement of John set us 
free and set us on fire at this Cl tmas season? 
In the Babe at Bethlehem we see "he embodiment 
of Truth and Love. As we look in His face may we 


be transformed into the likeness of the One who, 
being rich, for our sakes became poor, that we 


through His poverty might be made rich. 

May the Christ of Grace and Truth be born in 
us today. Pe oa 
Doing Things We 
Never Did Before 


( Acts 10:14) 
“But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never 
eaten any thing that is common or unclean.” 
It is a great event in any man’s life when he 
learns to do something which he never did before. 


he first step which a baby takes, or the first word 
which he utters is a mark of tremendous import- 


ance. This is true as we get older, and it is true of 
us as Christians. When the “babe in Christ’’ takes a 
step forward or speaks some word of testimony for 
the Master, it means that the babe is growing. 


AS we approach tl] Christmas season and the 
New Year it is a good time to “take stock” of our 
advancement in Christian growth and see whether 
we are making progress or standing still, or even 





slipp.ng back, in the work of our Lord. It is a 
splendid time to ask the question, can I do 
for Him that I have never done re? Peter 
learned by his vision to do something which he had 
not heretofore done, namely, go into a Gentile 
home and preach Christ, and Peter received a 


marvellous blessing when he obeyed the vision. 


Some have never made it their habit to attend 
the Sabbath School. Is not this a good time to begin 
this new work for th Master? I am sure there isa 

] =" * . 4 — +}, 4 ] 
blessing awaiting us as we study the Word and 
will mean fine preparation for the church services 
which usually follows. 


Some have never led in public prayer; and 
prayer in secret is the most important part of ou 
, encouraging when youl 
pastor feels that he can call on you to pray in the 
prayer-meeting. There are some who have neve) 
set up the family altar, or have neglected it. Is it 
not a good time to build again the altars in ow 
homes? 


prayer life, it 1S most 


There are those who have never experienced 
joy of giving a definite part of their income to the 
Lord. What a blessing it would be for them t 
realize their privilege and duty in this matter. 


Others have never led a soul to Christ. Perhaps, 
you would try and launch out into the deep, or gt 
o someone as Peter did, you would have the same 
oy that he experienced in the home of Cornelius. 


¢ 


Shall we not try the “Great Adventure of doing 
something for Him this coming year which we neve! 


did before?”’ dé: &. 2. 


Those “Thought-Forms” 


We approach the writing of this editorial with a 
sense of our total inadequacy to the task. We ap- 
proach it also with a feeling that it must be written. 
May God give us humility, spiritual insight and 
unswerving loyalty to Him and His Word, is ow 
earnest prayer. 


This is now the fourth time we have called on 
the Presbyterian Outlook to state wherein th: 

ncient methods for stating truth,” which we and 
thousands of others in our Church hold, diffe 
from those held by the editor, or editors, of that 
paper? 

This is a reasonable request. The Outlook ha 
specifically stated that the difficulties in ou 
church come largely from ‘‘those who wish to u 
ancient methods of stating truth.” They speak « 
“channels of medieval or Sixteenth Century 
thought”? which are unacceptable. They rebel at 
‘ertain ‘‘thought-forms.” It is certainly reasonablé 


We have been thinking of these ‘though t-forms’”’ 
now for six months. We have asked men far mo! 
able and informed than irselves about them. Ws 


have come to this nclusion; the difficulty is not 
the terminology but the facts involved. 





If our conclusion is rect then there are diffe 
ences in the church which are deep and which ca! 
not be bridged. 


We readily admit th right, even the propriety, 
of differences of int etations on many things 
We are convinced ( calvinist but we do not read 
of the Christian alm those who are not. W 
believe in the Presbyterian mode of baptism ar 
in infant baptism but we thank God for what He 
doing through the Baptist church which looks 
this rite so differently. We beli eve in the persona 
return of the Lord and believe it is a greatly 
neglected doctri Church, but we know 
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sundreds of men God is wonderfully blessing in 
their ministry who do not share our interpretation 
f His coming. We are aware of scores of differ- 
neces of interpretation of passages and of doctrines 
n the Bible which in no way invalidate the witness 
»f those who hold these differences. 

it is suc differences in “thought-forms” to 
which The Presbyterian Outlook refers then we are 
not far apart. In fact, we can wisely forget these 
differences and harmoniously work for the exten- 
sion of God’s kingdom. 


But, there are other doctrines on which we will 
not compromise. There are certain doctrines which 
we believe unite to constitute Christianity itself; 
doctrines which are questioned or even denied 
today; doctrines which make or break the Gospel 
message. We do not believe these ‘‘thought-forms” 
are subject to debate. We do not believe they repre- 
sent “Sixteenth Century” thought but actually are 
a statement of truth and of facts which have been 
valid from all eternity. 


We wish to be specific. We believe that man is a 
fallen creature, that this fall was occasioned by sin 
disobedience to God. We believe that sin 
passed down in every age on man and that the 
wages of sin is death. A “thought-form” which 
denies the sinfulness of the human heart and ex- 
plains away sin as environmental, personality, o1 
J is contrary to truth. 


nas 


ther maladjustment 
We believe that Christ is very God. That from 
] sta + He h = iy sted rit} Ge | +} . Fathe. 
ill evernity nas existed With God, tne itner, 
and that to Him was delegated the power and 
authority to create this world. 


We believe that in the fullness of time God sent 
His Son into the world to redeem the world back 
to himself. We believe that he was born of a virgin 
and that any ‘“‘thought-form” which would teach 


therwise is tampering with the method of the in- 
arnation itself as well as giving the lie to the clear 
statements of the Word of God. 

We believe the records of Christ’s miracles are 


true. That he performed these primarily to prove 
that he is truly the Son of God. We believe that 
any ‘“‘thought-forms”’ which interpret the records of 
these miracles as mere natural phenomena or the 
products of overly enthusiastic minds do violence 


the records and their clear implications. 


We believe that Christ died on the cross because 
there was no other way to satisfy the demands of a 
ioly and just God. Sin had to be punished and He 
bore that punishment for us. We believe that the 
terminology, “vicarious atonement” or ‘“substitu- 
tionary atonement” is a clear and accurate state- 
ment of what actually happened and that any 
“thought-form” which would have Christ dying as a 
upreme example of love, as an example for us to 
follow, or through a mistaken concept of His mis- 
sion is a violation of the very heart of his atoning 
work for sin. We cannot explain it but we believe 
that it is the blood of Jesus Christ, applied to our 
hearts by faith, which cleanses us. 

We believed that he died and was buried and 
that he arose again with the same body, altho 


changed, which was crucified. We believe the 
bodily resurrection is a vital part of the Christian 


message and of the Christian’s hope of resurrection. 
Any ‘“‘thought-form” which questions the bodily 
resurrection, suggesting hallucinations or excited 


imaginations of his followers as the explanation, is 
unworthy of Ch 


‘istian credance. 

We believe that our Lord is now in heaven, sitting 
on the right hand of God the Father. That he sent 
the Holy Spirit into the world to make possible the 
continuing of his work, wooing men to Himself, 
convicting of sin and energizing his own. We 
believe further that He is preparing a place for 
those who believe in Him and that some day He is 
coming again in mighty power. Any “thought-form” 
which would teach otherwise is, we believe, in 
violation of established truth. 


We believe that God has given us a revelation 
of Himself in the works of His creation, in His 
Son, by His Spirit and in His Word. We believe 
that these complement each other and are nowhere 
antagonistic. We believe that all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God and that this inspiration was 
to holy men of God who spoke as they were moved 
the Holy Ghost. This in no way precluded the 
injection of their personalities into their writings 
but it did keep them from writing things which 


were untrue. Any “‘thought-form’”’ which limits the 





inspiration of the Bible to those portions which 
appeal alone to one’s reason, belief or experience, 
leaves the authority of the Bible with the inter- 
preter, not the Bible itself. 

We further believe that this very imperfect 


statement of belief is backed by the Scriptures, is 
completely compatable with the Standards of our 
Church and with the recognized beliefs of historic 
Christianity. We believe these are essential doc- 
trines of Christianity, doctrines which must be up- 
held, taught, preached and put into daily living. 


We are very suspicious of any “thought-forms” 
which change these doctrines into something en- 
tirely different. —L.N. B. 


A Reasonable Faith 


Hartzell Spence, in a recent article in The 
Saturday Evening Post, entitled, ““They’re Train- 
ng a New Kind of Parson,” gives an interesting 
account of the Iliff School of Theology in Denver. 


We have no fault to find with any new techniques 
which are designed to further the effectiveness of 
the Gospel ministry. In fact we have often stated 
that every type of new approach available should 
be used to bring the Gospel to the multitudes. At 
the same time we have insisted that the bed-rock 
facts of sin are the same in every generation and 
that the content of the message of salvation has 
always and will always be the same. 


We believe that unwittingly the writer of this 
article has put his finger on the abysmal weakness 
much modern-day teaching and preaching. He 
states, the school is popular because, among other 
things, it is developing “‘A type of education which 
is not dogmatic, but rather encourages the student 
to reach a religious faith compatible with his own 
experience.” 


¢ 


Here we have the crux of the matter. Is the 

istian faith a natural or a supernatural faith? 
Is it to be arrived at primarily through human 
reason and normal mental processes, or, is it the 
accepting of a divine revelation which runs counter 
to the natural man? 
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The Christian religion is dogmatic, it consists of 
a series of authoritative facts. A man may be dog- 
matic and be absolutely wrong. He may be dogmatic 
and be an unspeakable, asanine, boor. But, when 
God speaks dogmatically He is speaking with 
authority, the authority of the eternal and omni- 
potent Creator of the universe. 


The Christian religion is not only dogmatic, it is 
also absolutely intolerant. It is intolerant of sin 
and it is intolerant of any man or any system 
which would deny, limit or otherwise impair the 
unique place of the Son of God as the only Saviour 
from sin. 


Years ago we heard Dr. James Hardie, then pas- 
tor of the Second Presbyterian Church in Houston, 
Texas, make this statement: ‘“‘Man must present to 
God an attitude.”’ How true this is. This attitude 
must be: ‘“‘Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief.” 
The writer to the Hebrews says, “But without 
faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that dilligently seek him.” 


But, it is countered, surely a man has a right to 
use his natural intellectual gifts to go out and find 
God, and then, having found Him to worship him! 
How reasonable this sounds but how dangerous! 
The trouble is that spiritual truths can never be 
apprehended by the natural mind. “But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: because they 
are spiritually discerned.” 


But again, we are asked, Does not God honor 
an honest seeking after Him? Of course he does, 
but this honest seeking implies faith at the very 
beginning. 


In our own Church we recognize the place and 
importance of experimental religion, but, this is 
the result and fruit of a saving faith, not the means 
of attaining to it. 


We are not discussing a matter of minor im- 
portance but one which has to do with the only 
approach to Christian truth. As long as man de- 
mands the right to argue with God he finds himself 
outside the bounds of spiritual blessing. Isaiah says, 
“Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker.” Cain 
thought his plan of worship more esthetic than 
God’s but he was rejected. Man has never ceased 
to attempt to establish some way, other than God’s, 
to enter into heaven. He fails and will continue to 
fail. 


To demand for one’s self and preach to others a 
gospel based on rationalization, intellectual reason- 
ableness and human experience is religion, but it is 
not Christianity. God honors the mental powers He 
has given us, but only when they are submitted to 
Him. He expects a faith which believes in the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen. 


Experience has its place, a glorious place, but 
revelation must come first; a revelation of some- 
thing, of Someone we can never know until re- 
vealed to us by His Spirit. Christianity is a super- 
natural religion received into our hearts and minds 
by a supernatural transaction, the new birth. This 
is dogmatic but it carries the authority of our Lord 
Himself. It is the only basis of a reasonable faith. 


—L.N.B. 


Why Protestants 
Need To Wake Up 


The August number of Look magazine carried an 
article under the above caption. Some of the ideas 
expressed meet with approval, while we are in 
disagreement with others. One of the things Protes- 
tants were urged to do, was to overhaul the pre- 
vailing system of religious education. We would 
enlarge this proposal to include all of the educa- 
tional functions of the Church. 


We would first of all direct the attention of the 
Protestant Church to educational institutions 
she is supporting. In so doing we would insist upon 
an investigation of the contents of the instruction 
offered in their courses. The Protestant Reforma- 
tion was a return to the Bible and biblical truth 
rather than educational methods. This investigation 
should ascertain precisely what these institutions 
are teaching in regard to the Bible. 


In some of these institutions we would find that 
the students are being taught a respect for the 
supreme authority of the Bible. In others we would 
discover that the Bible is being mutilated and faith 
undermined in the full trustworthiness of the holy 
Scriptures. 


As an example of the latter condition which 
exists in Church-supported colleges, we refer our 
readers to “An Introduction to the Study of the 
Bible,” by John A. Hutchison, James Anderson, 
and Ralph Young. This is a syllabus prepared by 
the Bible Department of Wooster College, Wooster, 
Ohio. This is a Northern Presbyter.an institution. 
The syllabus is a recent work published in 1947. 


Space does not permit us to quote all the passages 
which tend to destroy confidence in the Bible. A 
few samples must suffice. Beginning with Page 1 
it is stated that the first two chapters of Genesis 
have a multiple authorship. One writer lived about 
850 B.C. and the other sometime between 500 and 
200 B.C. It is affirmed that “these stories and 
others like them in the Bible were not written down 
once for all by a single author, but they grew 
gradually, being at first perhaps passed on from one 
generation to the next by word of mouth, and 
going through many changes after being written 
down.” Futher, it is asserted: “In this connection it 
is significant to point out the existence of similar 
stories in the tradition of other peoples and othe1 
religions.”” The authors claim to see “a strong 
mythical element in these Genesis stories” (Page 
3). The Flood is watered down to a Hebrew tribal 
memory of a local inundation (Page 5). The story 
of Abraham is an attempt on the part of a later 
generation to account for the origin of the Hebrew 
nation (Page 7). A possible explanation of Lot’s 
wife turning to a pillar of salt 1s found in the 
fact that numerous salt pillars lie in the area of 
Sodom (Page 9). Monotheism is not in vogue until 
years after Abraham (Page 10). 


According to these teachers, the Plagues recorded 
in Egypt were only natural events following the 
floods in this country. Their conclusion is: “The 
plagues may therefore have been normal occur- 
rences coming in natural sequence at a time when 
Moses was prepared to capitalize upon them” (Page 
16). In stead of miraculous gifts, Moses’ mighty 
acts before Pharoah were due to his skillful use of 
magic, which he probably learned in Egypt as a 
young man, and “by working on the evident super- 
stitions of Pharoah, Moses interpreted these events 
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as the immediate and direct interventions of 
Yahweh, the tribal god of the Hebrews” (Page 15). 


The Crossing of the Red Sea is also explained 
away. The god of the Exodus is only a tribal god. 
Furthermore, they write: “We cannot accept the 
elaborate statements about expensive and compli- 
cated ritual which certain parts of Exodus, Leviticus 
and Numbers would place in the wilderness period” 
(Page 17). The brazen serpent referred to by our 
Lord was “an example of sympathetic magic, so 
common in the ancient world” (Page 18). The 
supernatural manifestations which accompanied the 
giving of the Law at Sinai is said to have been due 
to the fact that the mountain was volcanic (Page 
19). “Exodus as we find it at present is not the 
homogeneous product of one author, but rather the 
accumulated product of long years of tradition, of 
many authors and many editions” (Page 19). 


The book of Joshua comes in for about the same 
kind of treatment. Judges is unreliable in many 
places and is only “a hint of the sort of people 
who lived and the sort of things they did’ (Page 
27). God is deprived of all the credit for Gideon’s 
victory (Page 28). 


The Messianic passages in Isaiah which we 
usually associate with Christ are dismissed with 
this statement: “It seems artificial to believe that 
Isaiah in any miraculous way foresaw Jesus of 
Nazareth.” The traditional belief that Isaiah wrote 
the entire book bearing his name is categorically 
denied. This is done on the ground that Isaiah of 
Jerusalem could not see two centuries beyond his 
time (Cyrus) (Page 76). The latter part of Isaiah 
(40-66) is therefore the product of an unknown 
prophet of the Babylonian exile. 


Leaving the Old Testament, the veracity of the 
New Testament does not fare much better. Con- 
cerning our Lord’s birth the authors voice their 
opinion to the effect that “There is a strange 
possibility of heathen influence. Miraculous births 
were attributed to Plato, to Alexander the Great, 
to Buddha, and to many other men and gods of that 
time.”’ They ask (Page 125): ‘‘What happens to 
our faith then if we decide that Jesus was not born 
of a virgin?” The reply is “The answer is ‘nothing 
in particular’.”’ 


A number of His miracles are explained away. 
“It is known today for instance that the Sea of 
Galilee is subject to sudden and violent storms, and 
that the sea calms down about as quickly as it gets 
stirred up. This may have happened when Jesus is 
said to have calmed the sea (Page 125). 


We ask, is this Christian education? Is teaching 
of this type the kind for which the college was 
established and the Church believes she is getting? 
If not, then is such teaching really honest? If the 
Bible contains so much that is mythological, and not 
historical, can we consistently speak of the Bible as 
‘infallible’? Is it right then to call the Bible ‘“‘the 
Word of God’’? 


Such teachers may possess attractive personali- 
ties. They may hold advanced degrees from popular 
universities and seminaries. In spite of these things, 
is not their influence most damaging to the souls 
of young people? Such teaching is not Christian 
education. It is high time that the benefactors of 
such institutions wake up to the content of the 
teachings in educational institutions labled ‘‘Chris- 
tian’ and supported by the believing Christians in 
the Church. 








In making a specific reference to this particular 
institution, we do not imply that it is the only 
college that is guilty of this offence. We merely 
single out this one to preclude the usual answer 
which is to the effect that “No such conditions 
exist. If they did, evidence would be offered.” 


It is our earnest prayer that this and all similar 
institutions will, as the writer in Look recommends, 
overhaul the educational work in Church-supported 
colleges and seminaries. It is long overdue. 

— J. R. R. 


Indifference And 
Preoccupation 


John Wesley once said: “I am not afraid that the 
people called Methodists should ever cease to exist 
in Europe or America, but I am afraid lest they 
should exist as a dead sect having the form of 
religion without the power. If ever Methodism is 
overthrown, it will be at the hands of her scholars 
who neither believe her doctrines nor practice her 
policy. These are the unreasonable men from whom 
it must purge itself or fall by its own weight.” 





We recently read a letter from one of the greatest 
living Christian thinkers and writers of our day. 
One sentence in that letter stuck in our mind; it 
was this: ‘“‘So many Christian men are indifferent 
to Christian truths and preoccupied with things of 
little importance.” 


We have no brief for those who on the one hand 
maintain a rigid orthodoxy and on the other a bitter 
and loveless spirit. 


But, the prevalence of unbelief, veiled as ‘“‘in- 
terpretation”’ of truth, which is actually a denial; 
the use of new “thought forms” which in reality 
are explaining away of eternal verities, cannot be 
gainsaid. 


In the light of this situation in the Church the 
indifference and preoccupation of many good men 
is distressing. It is not a question of indifference to 
matters of minor importance but rather of indif- 
ference to those things which are Christian truths. 


The Church has never been busier. But the power 
of its witness does not seem greater in our age. Is 
it not because we are preoccupied with many 
programs, activities and movements which have 
relegated the heart of the Christian message to a 
place of secondary importance? God has never 
promised to bless because of numbers or material 
power. It is by the power of the Spirit, and His 
Spirit cannot bless a compromise of truth. 


Brothers in Christ! Let us all examine our hearts 
and our activities in the light of the essential 
teachings of Christianity. Are we indifferent to the 
fact that in areas where we have responsibility 
and influence there may be teaching and preaching 
which is contrary to God’s Word? Are we so pre- 
occupied with things and organizations that we are 
failing to preach the whole counsel of God? 


Many lost souls leave church services today with- 
out the remotest idea of how to be saved. Many 
desperately need bread and are offered the cold 
stone of a formal worship and Christless message. 
Many need to hear of the One in Whom they must 
believe and instead are told of things they must go 
and do. Only too often the gospel of good works 
and lofty aspirations has supplanted the Gospel of 
redemption from sin. 
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This is not carping criticism. It is based on what 
actually exists today. A great revival will come 
when first things are put first. We need to search 
our hearts before Almighty God and let Him direct 
our activities and our message. 

For both indifference and preoccupation there 
will inevitably come a day of reckoning and bitter 
repentance. — L.N. B. 


Meeting The Church 
Of Rome 


Protestant Christians are rightly concerned over 
the aggress.ve tactics of the Roman Catholic 
Church and her temporal claims; as well as her 
use of political pressures. 





This concern has led many to seek a united 
Protestant witness to protest against these activi- 
ties. This may have its place, but, where the method 
is that of one gigantic authoritarian Church pitted 
against another, we believe failure is inevitable. 


We have recently observed at first hand the 
work and the results of Catholic dominance in 
three separate countries and it is not a pretty 
picture. Weeping virgins, pagan processions, clerical 
despotism all combine to tell the source of the 
power of the Church of Rome. This power depends 
on ignorance. Ignorance breeds slavish obed.ence 
and those excesses, practiced in the name of 
Christianity. And, this ignorance stems from the 
fact that in these countries the Bible is a closed 
book to the masses. 


There is one way to stem both the claims and the 
activities of Rome and that is the open Bible. 


and of the Church. Historic Protestantism has 
always based its authority on the Headship of 
Christ and the Word of God. Martin Luther found 
his freedom when he read the Bible for himself. 


Rome preaches the final authority of the Pope 


But now we find a dominating Protestant group 
which is also, in turn, claiming the authority of the 
Church and which plans opposition based on ec- 
clesiastical numbers and power. How can it succeed? 
Many in this group no longer recognize the 
authority of the Bible except in a limited sense. 
The supreme Headship of Christ is evaded by a 
pious “loyalty” to Him which is obviously limited 
because many who subscribe to this “loyalty” do 
not accept the historic records about Him. 


In Brazil, in Africa and again in Portugal we 
heard stories of conversions from Catholicism. In 
every case these conversions came through the 
reading of the Bible. In at least three instances 
Catholic priests have now become Protestant 
ministers. 


We talked for some time to a Belgium technical 
expert who recently accepted Christ and joined the 
church in one of our Mission stations. He told us 
it was the reading of the Bible which convinced 
him that he had been wrong. Because of his stand 
he is already being persecuted and lied about. 


Yes, there is a way to counteract the abysmal 
ignorance and superstition of Rome and, in time, to 
stem the tide of her influence. That way lies in 
preaching and spreading the Word of God; of 
using the radio and visual aids; of giving out 
literature. We believe this is the only way which 
will be successful. 


Who then will use this method? Those who believe 
the Bible and will give or their money, the.r time, 
their talents and their p1 rs to any and every 
enterprise dedicate 1e task 

We may erect a great super-church organization 
to carry on the battle, but this battle will be won 
by the “Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God.”’ — L. N. B. 


Ancient Manuscripts 
Discovered 


Since 1947 the students of the Bible have been 
concerned over the d.scovery of a cache of ancient 
Hebrew and Aramaic manuscripts in a cave at Ain 
Fasha near the Dead Sea, south of Jericho. Some 
of these were secured by a convent of Syrian 
monks and others by the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. Yale has received the privileges of 
publishing the former and Drs. Trever,, burrows 
and Albright have written on the discoveries. A 
earned Jewish scholar Dr. Solomon Zeitl n chal- 
lenged the discoveries as a “hoax’’; but early in 
1949 P. de Vaux, Directeur de 1’Ecole Biblique, 
and M. Harding, Directeur du Service des Anti- 
quities de Transjordania, visited the place and con- 
firmed the genuineness and antiquity of the dis- 
coveries. Drs. Albright and Trever had suggested 
the second century B.C. for the date of the manu- 
script of Isaiah, and de Vaux and Harding found 
bits of pottery from the jars in which the rolls 
were sealed which they date not later than the 
second or at the latest early in the first century 
B.C. The manuscript of I: is dated a thousand 
years earlier than th manuscript of that 
great prophecy. 

The contents of t rolls are of unequal 
value. One is an account of ‘“‘the war between the 
ch.ldren of light and the children of darkness,” 
perhaps coming from the Maccabean age, another is 
a book of psalms, another gives the rules for ad- 
mission to a sect, then there is a commentary on 
Habakkuk, a complete text of Isaiah, an aramaic 
text of the first Book of Enoch. To this list the 
discoveries of De Vaux and Harding add a roll con- 
taining a fragment of Chapters 19-22 of the Book 
of Leviticus and another roll made up of fragments 
of other rolls in which one thinks that bits of 
Exodus, of Dueteronomy and of Judges are recog- 
nizable. The text of Leviticus is identified as the 
“Phoenician” script of Lachish and students of 
calligraphy and paleography assign it to the fifth 
or to the sixth century before our era, that is to the 
time of Ezra, or to the time of Jerem ah. 

And this opens up interesting vistas. W. Ed. 
Dhorme wonders if there can be any connection 
between this and perhaps other scraps with the 
account in the last chapter of Second Kings. 5 and 
6 B.C. Did priests flee with Zedekiah from Jeru- 
salem to the plains of Jericho and hide in this 
cave the sacred archives to protect them from the 
enemy? Andre Neher notes that Origen used Greek 
and Hebrew documents found in a cave near Jericho 
in the time of Emperor Caracalla and wonders 
whether some ancient persecution or other cause 
closed the work for 1700 years. in order that it 
may now establish a more certain and faithful 
knowledge of the text and of the inspiration of the 
B.ble. 

(Summary based largely on article by Andre 
Neher in the current number of Revue D’Histoire 
et de Philosophie Religieuses, Strasbourg.) 


— Wm. C. R. 
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Contending Earnestly For 
The Faith 


(“Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson, Miss. 


This is the eleventh in the series of articles by Chalmers W. Alexander under the heading, “Exploring Ave- 


nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation.” This is an informative new series of articles written 


by one of the most able laymen in 


There is a great issue of supreme importance be- 
fore the Church of our Lord today. 


As Dr. J. Gresham Machen, that profound Chris- 
tian scholar who had such an unusually clear in- 
sight into ecclesiastical matters, once stated it: 

“That issue is the issue between Christianity as 
set forth in the Bible and in the great creeds of the 
Church and a non-doctrinal or indifferentist 
Modernism that is represented in the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. (the Northern Presbyterian 
Church) by the Auburn Affirmation and that is 
more or less dominant in most of the large Protes- 
tant churches of the world. 


Three Positions May 
Be Taken 


“With regard to that issue, three positions are 
possible and are actually being taken today. In 
the first place, one may stand unreservedly for the 
old Faith and unreservedly against the indifferent- 
ist tendency in the modern Church; in the second 
place, one may stand unreservedly for Modernism 
and aga.nst the old Faith; and in the third place, 
one may ignore the seriousness of the issue and 
seek, without bringing it to a head, to preserve the 
undisturbed control of the present organization in 
the Church.” 


And in speaking of one of the most prominent 
figures of our day in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, Dr. Machen remarked that this man was 
one of the leading representatives of th.s third, or 
so-called ‘‘middle-of-the-road,” group. Of him, as 
a representative typical of that group, Dr. Machen 
stated: 


“He certainly presents himself not as a Modern- 
ist but as an adherent of the historic Christian 
Faith; yet he takes no clear stand in the great issue 
of the day, but rather adopts an attitude of reas- 
surance and palliation, according high praise and 
apparently far-reaching agreement to men of very 
destructive views. 


“Tt is this palliative or reassuring attitude which, 
we are almost inclined to think, constitutes the most 
serious menace to the life of the Church today; 1 
is in some ways doing more harm than clear-sighted 
Modernism can do. 


“The representatives of it are often much farther 
from the Faith than they themselves know; and 
they are leading others much farther away than 
they have been led themselves. Obviously such a 
tendency in the Church deserves very careful at- 
tention from thoughtful men.” 


the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


What Jude Tells Us 


In the great struggle against that form of un- 
belief known as Modernism in the Church of our 
Lord today, the Holy Bible does not give us any 
authority whatsoever to work side by side with the 
Modernists in the Church or to tolerate Modernism 
in the Church. 

And th tatement is true, regardless of all of 
the fine-s arg ontrary which are 
being put fort the sent time by some of the 
ecumenical! Southern Presbyterian 
Church. 

In this conne of Jude contains 
some crystal clea 


“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto 
you of the common salvation, it was needful for 
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints. 


“For there are cer‘ain men crept in unawares, 
who were before of old ordained to this condemna- 
tion, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God 
into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Contending Earnestly For 
The Faith Today 


One of tl n ible Conse itive ministers in 
the Northern P yterian Church is Dr. John M. 
McComb, t Pa 1d Presbyterian 

lurch y. Dr ‘Comb graduated 

om the Ur y of Pennsylvania, where he was 
aduated from 
927, two years 

Seminary. 


In an add ported in Christianity Today, Dr. 


McComb 


+} 


y and very forcefully proclaims 
message W ym ( today straight from 
the above-q passage of the Epistle of Jude: 


“One is a tempted to believe that Jude had 

i I r lusive] mind when he 

are his words 

ere have been 

! l istory of the 

church, but fficult t ne a time which 

fits Jude’s well as the present. Many 

years ago attitude of men 
toward Chri : 
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‘They now are deemed the faithful and are praised, 
Who, constant only in rejecting Thee, 
Deny Thy Godhead with a martyr’s zeal.’ 


But Cowper’s words are far more applicable to our 
day than to his... 


Who Are To Contend 


“Jude makes perfectly clear those whom he urges 
to do the ‘earnest contending for the faith.’ He 
addresses his letter ‘To them that are called, beloved 
in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ’ : 
Jude does not merely address the elders of the 
church and the other leaders therein; he addresses 
every member of the body of Christ in his sweeping 
introduction and urges them ‘to contend earnestly 
for the faith that was once delivered unto the 
saints’. In short, each one of us, be we incon- 
spicuous or prominent, be we preachers or occupants 
of the pew, has a work to do and a part to play in 
the defense of the Gospel. The work simply cannot 
be carried on effectively by a few leaders unless 
there is wholehearted support from all true be- 
lievers... 


In Whose Strength We 
Are To Contend 


“Nor does Jude call upon believers to contend 
for the faith in their own strength. He knew, as 
every mature believer knows, that results come not 
by ‘might nor by power,’ but by the Spirit of the 
Lord. Therefore Jude wishes that mercy and peace 
and love might be multiplied or richly allotted to 
each one of us... The more conscious we are of 
God’s love the more that consciousness will nerve 
us to contend earnestly for the Gospel regardless of 
the cost of such heroism. Men dare much for 
human love, but the love of God has inspired the 
greatest heroisms in history. 


For What We Are To 
Contend 


“Jude is equally definite in indicating the faith 
for which he desires believers to contend. He urges 
them to ‘contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once delivered to the saints.’ He is not asking them 
to contend for religion, or for a few isolated tenets, 
but as the Revised Version indicates, Jude means 
that the Faith was once delivered unto the saints in 
its complete form. There is no need that anything 
be added to the faith; it is expressly forbidden that 
anything should be added or taken away from it. 
The Faith is perfect as it stands in the Bible. There 
is no need that God should say more than He has 
said for He has told us all that we need to know 
for our salvation. 


“Jude means therefore that we should contend 
for the great body of doctrine contained in the 
Word of God. This body of doctrine constitutes 
‘the faith once for all delivered unto the saints.’ We 
are to contend for the literal truth and infallibility 
of the Bible itself; for the belief in a God who is 
infinite, eternal and unchangeable in all His attri- 
butes as He has revealed Himself in the Bible: for 
the fact that man is a sinful fallen creature who 
has forfeited every claim upon God’s mercy: for 
the fact that God, out of the mass of sinful 
humanity has chosen or elected a multitude greater 
than any man can number to be recipients of His 
salvation; for the fact that He gave these elect ones 
to His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; for the fact that 


the Lord Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the 
Trinity, equal with God the Father in Power and 
Glory, took upon Himself a human body and being 
found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross, dying there as the substitute for us; 
wherefore God also hath greatly exalted Him and 
given Him a name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in Heaven and things in earth and things 
under the earth, and that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father; for the fact that the Holy Spirit, the 
Third Person of the Trinity, applies to believers 
the blessings which Christ purchased for us on the 
Cross; for the fact that some day the Lord Jesus 
will return in visible form to receive the church 
unto Himself, to raise the dead, to judge His 
enemies and establish His Kingdom; for the fact 
that those who believe these things should be care- 
ful to maintain good Works. This is a bare out- 
line of the faith once for delivered unto the saints 
—the faith for which we should contend earnestly. 


“It is important to note again that this faith was 
‘delivered once and for all unto the saints.’ It was 
not delivered to the theologians alone, nor to church 
councils alone, nor to church commissions, but unto 
the saints, and their duty it is to defend it. 


Why We Are To Contend 


“Jude also states why it is so urgent that we 
contend earnestly for the faith. ‘There are certain 
men crept in privily (unnoticed) even they who 
were of old written of beforehand unto this con- 
demnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our 
God unto lasciviousness and denying our Only 
Master and Lord Jesus Christ.’ 


“There could be no more accurate description of 
what has taken place in the church than this. While 
God’s People slept, certain men have crept into the 
pulpits of our churches, into the secretaryships of 
our boards, into the directorates of our colleges 
and theological seminaries, into the professorships 
of the same, into our various missionary enter- 
prises at home and abroad, until the whole pro- 
fessing church of Christ is honeycombed with un- 
belief and scorn for ‘the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints.’ 


“Jude describes the characteristics of these men 
for us: they are ‘ungodly men’; they do not, in 
other words, worship the God of the Bible. They 
do not recognize a God who is infinitely Holy and 
infinitely Powerful and infinitely Just. Their God 
is like themselves—fallible, able to overlook sin, 
unjust. The sooner we come to recognize the 
truth of what the Christian Century once said, that 
the Fundamentalists and Modernists worship a 
different god, the better off we will be, and the 
closer to an understanding of what Jude means and 
of the urgency of his appeal. 





“These men are not only ‘ungodly’; they also 
turn ‘the grace of God into lasciviousness.’ If they 
themselves are not actually immoral, they encourage 
immorality in others by denying the great doctrinal 
truths that alone can form a basis for morality. We 
cannot have Christian morality without Christian 
doctrine, for ‘truth is in order to Holiness.’ These 
men, by destroying Christian doctrine and modify- 
ing it to suit themselves are actually perverting 
God’s grace into sin and encouraging sin. That they 
themselves are given to evil ways is sometimes 
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painfully evident. I met not long ago a prominent 
critic of the New Testament, noted for his opposi- 
tion to orthodoxy. He had recently divorced his 
wife and married another woman almost immedi- 
ately. He gave a lecture in which he described his 
visits to many European monasteries in search of 
manuscripts, and in which he actually boasted of 
his carousels with the monks! Even if these un- 
believers happen to be respectable, they by no 
means refute God’s Word. A personally respectable 
saloonkeeper who runs a house that corrupts men 
is an encourager of sin. Just so, a respectable 
Modernist who preaches unbelief is a minister of 
Satan. 


“These men are also characterized by denial of 
the only Master and Lord Jesus Christ. They are 
agreed on their opposition to His claims. They re- 
fuse to believe in His Deity or in His saving Work 
on the Cross, or in His bodily resurrection, though 
they profess to cling lovingly to His moral teachings 
in many instances. They are one in contradicting 
all His claims about Himself. 


“This is Jude’s description of them, and their 
existence and activity are the reasons for his plea 
to us that we should earnestly contend for the 
faith once for all delivered unto the saints. 


How We Are To Contend 


“Jude does not go into great detail as to how we 
are to contend for the faith, although the word he 
ises—‘epagoniomal’—is most expressive. As one 
Greek Lexicon puts it, it means to fight, standing 
upon a thing that is assaulted which the adversary 
lesires to take away. What a picture that gives us 
f our duty! We are to take our stand upon the 
Word of God and fight for it like soldiers defending 
a mighty rock or an impregnable citadel. 


“Perhaps Jude did not go into greater detail 
regarding the various ways in which we should 
‘ontend for the faith, because those ways are indi- 
cated elsewhere in God’s Word with sufficient clear- 
ness for all who are truly eager to have part in the 
work. 


“The first requisite, if we would contend earn- 
estly for the faith which was once for all delivered 
unto the saints, is a thorough knowledge of the 
faith itself. It is useless to contend for beliefs 
with which we are not familiar... 


“We Christians must so familiarize ourselves with 
ir own position and with that of the enemy that 
ve can be of service in the great conflict to which 
Jude calls us. We would have been more qualified 
mtenders for the faith if we had had more 
joctrinal preaching during the last generation. 


We Must Speak Out 
Boldly 


“Then, too, if we would contend for the faith, 
we must seize upon every opportunity to let people 
know where we stand. When the Word of God is 
inder fire, every silent Christian is counted with the 
nemy. Psalm 107:2 says: ‘Let the Reedeemed of 
the Lord say so.’ God honors such testimony in 
surprising ways. It bears more fruit than we have 

‘ idea it will. Too often the people in the pews 
take the attitude that the minister is paid to do 

» testifying and that there is no need for them to 
exert themselves in that direction. It is a great 
privilege to speak a word for Christ, and we must 
avail ourselves of the privilege in the home, in the 
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circle of friends, in the office, in the church— 
wherever God g an opportunity. If the Re- 
deemed of the Lord v ild testify to their faith a 


ttle more frequer pel t would be found 
hat the true churi ( far larger than it 
eems, and that M nism has not gained the 
ground it supposes it gained 


We Must Argue For 
The Faith 


“Then, to f wv yuld contend for the faith, 
we must argue f t I used to be very much 
afraid of argume! cause of religion, but God 


tells us to argue, and how we are to do it. He tells 


us in I Peter 3:15 ea t e ready always 
Oo give every mal! t as is a reason for the 
hope that is i1 meekness and Godly fear. 
We read that Paul ‘ ned’ out of the Scriptures 
and that he ‘conf led’ the Jews. The Christian 
must of Irse 1 and gentle and humble, but 
t] d I tn l i d troversy. 
I think on ind h t e ready con- 
tinually for H vy, but nevertheless wen 
clearne and fo to al ie for the uth, 
giving a reasor ye that is in diy We 
must not stianity has had 
and w navy ntinua } Wit I se wno do 
not beliey and witn t ) W ) are ignorant. In- 
stead of f ng rsy, mu contend 
earnestly for th uith. There has not been enough 
logical reasoning out Scriptures in these last 
years—not enoug ir-cut presentations of what 
the Bible actually s. It has been easier to 
descr be sunset ind irrent events and to have 
musical concert n Sunday enings than to ‘con- 
tend for the faith.” No wonder God has sent lean- 


We Must Teach The 
Children 


‘Then, too, if 1 contend earnestly for the 
faith, we must rf dren what the faith 
s. God resses 1 t child training in 


His Word ... Th place to teach Christian 





doctrine is in the home. A child, at a very early 
age, can comprehend t ibstitutionary Work of 
Christ, the trut f God’s Word, the power of God, 
he nec y of fa nd the her great truths. 
If we are to co} 1 ef tively fi the faith, we 
must forestall t Modernis with our children by 
instructing then nfan n the great truths of 
our faith. I eV S Catechism, and I 
also belie’ n tralg vard explanations 
of the at d imine the 
ing Ca ind Scriptures. We 
‘ . + > ‘ } » f re they 
in ! d with 
a iove of the b ! teachings to such a 
degree that r ffir rof in shake their 
trust in the faith. \ general w neglects to de- 
fend his hom e extreme, yet many 
Christians are neg I t home front altogether 
and are leaving 1 vork of fortifying their chil- 
dren against unbs to incompetent Sunday School 
teachers, wh na} ive no de inderstanding of 
the Truth t = 


We Must Oppose Those 
Who Would Alter 
he Gospel 


‘If we would i aith, we must be 
unnesitating and ope 1 Our Opposition to anyone, 
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be he preacher or teacher, or missionary or secré 
tary, or whatever he is, who in any wise alters the 
gospel message or countenances those who do at- 
tempt to alter it. Those believers who find them- 
selves in churches w inbelieving ministers should 
make it their constant duty to testify publicly 
against the false teaching. When congregational 
meetings for the calling of ministers are held, those 
who are believers should not absent themselves fo 
fear of opposition, but should go prayerfully 
determined to testify publicly against all « -andidates 
whose beliefs are not sound. The prophets of old 
did not countenance idol worship, nor did they 
hesitate to preach against it. It is not difficult to 
learn where a man stands in regard to the Bibl 
truths. It is the duty yf Christians to a out and 
to publish to the congregations the facts they have 
learned. There oul be fewer Medernicte called 
if those who know the faith once for all delivered 
to the saints would insist on orthodoxy as well as 
personality and execut ability, and a wife capabl 
of being a pack horse the Ladies’ Aid. 


We Must Continue Instant 
In Prayer 


“Lastly, if we would contend for the faith, we 
must continue instant in prayer. To say that | 
obvious, and yet obvious as it is, there is too little 
of it. Paul urges the people of Phili ppi ‘to strive 
ogether for the faith of the gospel,’ and I am sur 
he means striving in prayer. In the Letters to the 
Thessalonians, he requests prayer for himself and 
How wonderful it would be and how 
effective it would be if every Church had in it a 
group of fundamental believers who would pray 
systematically together for the triw mph and mai! 
tenance of the Gospel and would continue instant in 
wrayer for the same bjective. We would have 
more triumphs to rejoice in. The faith would | 
honored, believed, and professed openly; barriers 
would fall, and attacks against our — would 
crumble, to the discomfiture of the enemies of th: 
Truth. 


niS WOrkK. 


The Result Of Contending 
For The Faith 


“These are some of the many ways that 
Bible points out we can effectively contend for 
faith which was once for all delivered unto th 
saints. We can do gaining a thorough know- 
ledge of the faith; by seeking eve ry opportunity 
testify of it; by arguing for : with mee kness and 
Godly fear; by teaching our children faithfully 
testifying fearlessly Beardie those who teach 
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another gospel which is not another; by refusing to 
support those boards and agencies which tolerate 
Modernism; by continuing instant in prayer for the 
maintenance and triumph of the faith. 


“T repeat that if God’s People were willing to do 
these things continually, the gains of the Modern- 
sts would soon disappear, and many who have been 
brought under the spell of unbelief would be re- 
overed to Christ. 


The Appeal Is To Us 


“Jude appeals to you and to me—to all whom 
God has called into the fellowship of His Son—to 
all who are beloved of the Father and are being 
kept for Christ, to contend thus for the faith. 


“He reminds us that He promises grace abundant 
to make possible effective service. 

“He urges us thus because God has given us a 
glorious body of doctrine in His Word, which is true 
and shall ever remain so, and which has been the 
source of eternal blessing to all who receive it. 


“He urges us to contend for the faith because 
there are ungodly men who have slipped in una- 
wares—men who are undermining the faith and 
are seeking to turn the grace of God into lascivious- 
ness, even denying the Only Master and Lord Jesus 


Christ. 


“Will you students in your preparation, you 
teachers in your presentation, you ministers in your 
preaching, you individual believers in your daily 
round of duties, heed Jude’s words and seek by 
every means God gives you to ‘contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saints’? 


“Actually the words are not Jude’s. They are the 
words of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Jude 
was but the mouthpiece through whom this urgent 
message has come to us. It is Christ Himself who 
ommands us to ‘contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered unto the saints.’ 
Will we obey Him?” 


May God’s own Holy Spirit so move our hearts 
and minds that every Southern Presbyterian will 
stand loyally and unreservedly for the Christian 
Faith, and vehemently and unreservedly against 
the indifferentist tendency and against Modernism! 


In this time of crisis in our denomination may 
every one of us he courage to “‘contend earn- 
estly for the fai which was once for all delivered 
into the saints!” 





What shall every Southern Presbyterian, as a 
Bible-believing Christian who is determined to fight 
soul-destroying Modernism in its every form, say 
with reference to the proposed union with the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church which has permitted 
Modernism to flourish triumphantly in its very 
midst? 


Thou Shalt Say, No! 


Has Religion Failed? 

Religion, you say has broken down? Well, it may 
be that your puny prejudices, your preconceived 
ideas, your home-made theories and selfish philos- 
yphies have broken down—and that’s a good thing. 
But that’s not religion! There is a great difference 
between the failure of a conception and the failure 
of the reality itself. Peter Marshall, Mr. Jones, 
Meet The Master (Revell). 
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The Christmas Birthday 


A One-Act Play For Children 


By Sylvia Hope 
483 Montgomery Ferry Drive N.E. 
Atlanta ... Georgia 








Scene I (Curtain rises on Linda asleep in chair. Entire 
scene is to portray what Linda is dreaming. Scene 


ee ee eye. 7 
Place: Living-room at Linda ne. is played in pantomime. No sound except offstage.) 


Time: Christmas Day, late afternoon. 

Mother enters stage from right side entrance. 
Crosses to rear center and stands just inside door. 
As Mother crosses stage, Linda starts to rise, ob- 
viously trying to speak to her, but Mother, ignor- 
ing Linda, goes on. 


Characters: Linda, the spoiled child of a well- 
to-do business man. Linda’s mother 

(Curtain rises on Linda, alone in living-room, 
fixing decorations on Christmas-tree.) 

Children come in, as if from outside. Mother 
takes their wraps at the door. Mother and Children 
smile and greet each other silently. Each child 
brings a gift, and places it under the Christmas 

Mother: Why, Linda, I think the tree is beau- tree. 


1*)] 
tirlul. 


Linda (coming to rig front of stage): Mother! 
Mother! (Waves toward tree as Mother enters). 


Look at that horrid little tree. 


Mother goes off-stage with wraps. Comes back on 


Linda: Beautiful? That measly little thing? And immediately. Meanwhile, Children are admiring dec- 
there aren’t enough lights. , orations, tree, and other’s dresses, warming hands 
at fire, etc., all the while completely unaware of 
Mother: But, darling, we’re having so many Linda’s existence. 
guests ... You wouldn’t want the tree to make it 
seem crowded. Linda looks bewildered, makes futile gestures 
toward the children, and tries to attract their at- 
Linda: Betty’s tree is up to the ceiling, and she tention. 
has lots more lights. Oh, I’ll just die when she sees 
this horrid tree. As Mother enters, she invites the children to 
gather ’round the piano and sing. She sits down at 
Mother: Oh, dear, you’re going to spoil every- piano, and Children stand in group around her. 
thing—and I thought you were pleased about the Linda remains in her chair. 


party. ‘ } - 
Children sing silently, while offstage records are 


Linda (still pouting): Oh, I’m pleased—but I do played to supply voices of children singing. 
so hate my birthday coming on Christmas. Most 
kids have Christmas and a birthday party. And I After two songs are sung, Mother rises and sug- 
have to have it all at once. I’d get lots more pres- gests that the children exchange the gifts they 
ents if I had a separat rthday. ee Gifts are exchanged, unwrapped and ad- 
mired. 


Mother: Why, Linda! I should think that h 
a birthday on the same day as the Christ Child’s One Child crosses stage from left front to hand 
would be about the most wonderful thing a little a package to another child who is standing near 
girl could have. fireplace. As he passes in front of Linda, she holds 
out her hand for the gift, but he does not see her 
Linda: Oh Mother, nobody ever thinks about and goes on. 
Christmas being the birthday of the Christ Child 
like other birthdays. Nobody would ever think of While children are opening packages, Mother 
giving the Christ Child a birthday present. goes offstage and returns with birthday cake. She 
proceeds upstage to center at footlights. 
Mother (as she leaves the room): I think you 
may be right, and isn’t it a shame that no one re- Children cluster around her enthusiastically, an- 
members any more what the day really means? ticipating their enjoyment of the cake. 


Linda: (Still in a bad humor, wanders over and Children begin singing “Happy Birthday”: 
sits down in a chair up front on stage right. Idly 
looks at a book, and then lays her head down on 


the arm of the chair and falls asleep.) 


“Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday, dear 





(Music offstage. ) ai 
a Here they stop short, and look at each other with 


(Curtain closes for brief period.) puzzled expressions. 


Scene It Offstage voices singing “Happy Birthday” cease 
abruptly also with children on stage. 





(Curtain. ) 

: ' , Scene Ill 
Characters: Linda, Mother, Friends of Lind: 

(several boys and girls—any number appropriate lace: Same. 

for size of stage.) Time: A little later. 
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(Curtain rises with Linda alone on stage, still 
asleep in chair.) 


Mother enters from center door, goes to Linda 
and shakes her gently. 


Mother: Wake up, dear. It’s time for your guests 
to arrive. 


Linda (opening her eyes, yawning and stretch- 
ing, suddenly sits up straight and wide-eyed): Oh, 
Mother, I just had the strangest dream. 


Mother: Tell me about it. 


Linda: It was my birthday, and they didn’t even 
know I was here. 


Mother: Who didn’t know, darling? 


Linda: The children. I thought they had come 
already ... They brought gifts and gave them to 





each other. There was a birthday cake with candles, 
I dreamed you brought it in, Mother. And you all 
started to sing “‘Happy Birthday,” but you couldn’t 
finish the song, because you didn’t know whose 
birthday it was. 


(She is almost in tears). Remember what you 
said about the Christ Child’s birthday, Mother? He 
must feel just the way I felt in my dream. 


(She puts her head down on the arm of the chair 
and hides her face for a moment. Mother strokes 
Linda’s hair sympathetically. ) 


Linda (rises, takes Mother’s hand, and they walk 
to footlights): Let’s make this a party for the 
Christ Child. Let’s give our gifts to Him. When the 
children come, we’ll tell them. 


Curtain. 





The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. William C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur .. 


Q. What doth every sin deserve? 


A. Every sin deserveth God’s wrath and curse, 
both in this life, and that which is to come. 


Between the last question we discussed and this 
question our Shorter Catechism gives a full treat- 
ment of the Ten Commandments. By studying the 
Commandments and applying them to our thoughts, 
words and deeds we see how many sins we have. 
This question brings before us the seriousness of 
every sin. Some sins are worse than others, but 
there are no little sins for there is no little God 
to sin against. Every sin is against the great God 
of heaven and earth, and so every sin is a great 
sin. If you steal from the corner grocer you have 
robbed him, but you have broken God’s law and 
you have sinned against God. 


God’s wrath is different from our getting mad. 
His wrath is free from those imperfections of 
passion, resentment, fury, unreasonableness and 
inconstancy which make anger so evil in us. Indeed, 
the wrath of God denotes the effects of righteous 
indignation rather than the feeling of anger. Our 
wicked opposition to God calls forth His holy op- 
position to us, that is to our wickedness. “In God, 
who is the living good, wrath appears as the holy 
disapprobation (disapproval) of evil, and the firm 
resolve to destroy it.”’ 


As His wrath is not rage, so God’s curse is not 
violent language or cruel treatment. It is the 
punishment due to sin. “The wages of sin is death.” 
“The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all unrighteousness and ungodliness of men.’’ Notice 
that the Books of Isaiah, Ecclesiastes and Malachi 
close on the solemn warning of God’s judgment. 
The Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the 
end of the world close the same way. (Math. 7:27; 
25:46). There are solemn words in the last chapter 
in the Bible. 


_ Owen says that the curse of God consists, first, 
in the guilt of death, temporal and eternal; second- 


. Georgia 


ly, in the loss of the grace and the favor of God; 
thirdly, in guilt and horror of conscience, despair 
and anguish here; with, fourthly, eternal damnation 
hereafter. 


The Bible uses such solemn terms as “everlasting 
fire,” ‘‘everlasting punishment,” “everlasting de- 
struction,” “Shame and everlasting contempt,” 
“the outer darkness,” “the blackness of darkness,’ 
“the lakes of fire and brimstone” to warn us of 
the wrath to come. It does this to deter us, to turn 
us away from Hell and turn us to the arms of the 
Saviour. God tells us to meet our sins and find 
forgiveness here and not to have them meet us in 
the world to come. Now is the accepted time, today 
is the day of salvation. Christ can save the last, 
the least and the lowest who will come to God by 
Him. “Justice reigns in hell, and grace in heaven. 
Men’s merit makes hell, and Christ’s merit makes 
heaven. (Rom. 6:23).” (Traill). 





Q. What doth God require of us, that we may 
escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin? 


A. To escape the wrath and curse of God due to 
us for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus 
Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent use 
of all the outward means whereby Christ communi- 
cateth to us the benefits of redemption. 


If you have followed our study so far you know 
that we are all guilty before God, that none of us 
can free himself of his guilt, and that God has set 
before us a Saviour who can put us right with God. 
Now we are considering how we can lay hold on 
the Redemption Christ secured for sinners. The 
Wages of Sin—the thing that sin deserves—is 
death. The wrath and curse of God is due to us for 
every sin. And each of us has many sins. But there 
is a Saviour who has met and satisfied all the 
conditions of the covenant of Grace. Christ Jesus 
has done enough to save everyone who trusts in 
Him. We have also seen that the Holy Spirit takes 
the things of Christ and brings them to us. How 
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do we on our part lay hold of Christ and His 
salvation? 


Even when the gift is freely offered the giver 
requires ye acct pted. God offers us 
salvation in Christ, He asks that we accept Christ 
and His salvation. The inward means by which we 
accept are faith in Jesus Christ and repentance 
unto life. The outward means which our wise and 


Na ne il 








lovingly heavenly Father has given to keep us in 
touch with Christ are: the Word (the Bible), the 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and 
prayer. As we use these inward and outward means 
God gives or imparts to us the blessings of salva- 
tion or the benefits of redemption. In the next two 
questions we will learn the meaning of faith and 
of repentance. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Jan. 1: The Continuing 
Band Of Disciples 


Scripture: Acts 1; I Pete 2:9-10. Dev 


‘ ytional 
Reading: J mn 14:12-2 The Bool Acts, like the 
Book of Daniel. spent a d while in ‘‘The Critie’s 
Den.” It, like the prophet, came out unharmed. 
May we quote at leng m Lenski’s fine Inter- 
pretation of Acts (Introduction, Page 6): “But 
when we now survey tl ne, although attacks 
have not entirely used, vi nust register the fact 
that the vindication of Luke is complete. Those 
have gone down in defeat who thought they had 
made breaches in Luke’s citadel. Not even one pin- 
nacle of his fortress did their critical artillery dis- 
lodge. The result of all s; criticism has been tre- 
mendously valuable especially for our age. The 
sounder the learning, tl more extensive the re- 
search, the truer the critical tests, the more com- 
plete is the assurance that Acts is trustworthy on 
eve ry point, and that any further investigations 
will end as the many intensive ones in the past have 
ended. Acts is bette nown as to its external side 
than it has been at any time since the book was 
written. 

The additions thus made to our appreciation of 
Acts by the later s la yf a more secondary 
1ature. Luke hims as n placed into a clearer 
light. In fact, when w id the words of praise 
that are now being wed upon him we fear 
that the man, if he heard, would blush. Ramsay, for 
instance, after a lifetim f research, ranks Luke 
as the greatest of al ins, ancient or modern. 
His book is called t most beautiful in the world. 
And so the praise goes on. Acts 27 is regarded as 
the most perfect account of an ancient sea-voyage 
ever penned. Luke’s aracter sketches are found 
to be masterpieces. 

We see from this praise that our scholars are 
captivated by the lesser things: by the writer, his 
accurate knowledg¢ f externals, Ss insight into 
persons and events, his educated mind, his diction, 





his skill in composition, his personal characteristics, 
character, etc. ... In so much of this scholarship, 
however, we miss the grand ancient acknowledg- 
ment without which all praise of Luke is after all 
hollow: the acknowledgment that Acts, like Luke’s 


Gospel, was verbally inspired of God. 


When we see how Acts emerges from all the 
critical tests to whi tne MOOK Nas Deen subjected 
even by hostile eyes with not a single error in the 
entire complex record, we on our part do not mar- 
vel at “‘the infallible L * but recognize the hand 
of the infallible Spirit who guided Luke’s faculties 


and who thought of us when, through this willing, 


human instrument, he gave us this piece of inerrant 
Scripture. Unwittingly these critics have proved a 
thesis that is more valuable to the believer than the 
historical accuracy of this beloved companion of 
Paul’s. They merely verify what the Church knew 
and believed from the time when it placed Acts into 
its sacred canon, namely, that Acts is inspired even 
as to its words, so that we can trust them also in 
all minor things as being errorless.”’ 


Acts is like the second installment of a continued 
story, for it is a continuance of Luke’s “former 
treatise,”’ the Gospel of Luke. 


I. “‘The Story Thus Far’: Acts 1:1-5. This ‘“‘for- 
mer treatise,’’ the Gospel of Luke, is addressed to 
Theophilus, as is the Book of Acts. In the latter, 
however, there is a very significant omission. In the 
preface to Luke’s Gospel, we have the term, “most 
excellent Theophilus,” but in Acts, just plain Theo- 
philus. The suggestion has been made, and seems 
well founded, that the Gospel of Luke had accom- 
plished its purpose of making a Christian out of 
this man. Now Christians did not address each other 
as “most excellent’: this term was used when 
writing to eminent heathen. 


“All that Jesus began both to do and teach.’”’ The 
Gospel contains but the beginning of Jesus’ work 
here on earth: in Acts we have a continuing of this 
same work. The Gospel covered His earthly life 
and activity, but when He ascended He was still 
with them, as He had promised, and continued to 
work with them in far more effective way than if 
He had been here in body. Dr. Campbell Morgan 
has some splendid comments about this, and we 
wish to quote from his book, “The Acts Of The 
Apostles,” Page iZ: 

“Jesus said to His disciples, ‘It is expedient,’ and 
reverently let us change His word for the moment, 
‘It is better for you that I go away’; better that My 
hands should not rest upon your head again, John; 
better that you should not be able to lay your head 
upon this bosom of Mine, and feel the beating of 
My heart; for if I go not away, the Comforter, the 
Paraclete, will not come.” 


The better thing, then, is the presence of the 
Christ, by the Spirit, in the heart and life of the 
disciples. Supposing, for the sake of argument, that 
He had stayed in the world, living an eternal life 
on the human level merely, and in physical pres- 
ence. How He should have been straightened! If He 
were in Judea He could not be in England. If He 
were in London, and had gathered with His people 
.n one place, He could not be in another. But now, 
in the great cathedral; in the church; in the chapel; 
in the Salvation Army Citadel; in the cottage; with 
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the two or three gathered together, everywhere is 
the Christ.” 


“He had given commandment unto the apostles 
whom he had chosen.” This command is found in 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke 24:46-49. 


“Many people.”’ It was very necessary that the 
disciples should be thoroughly convinced of His 
Resurrection. This was the great Fact that they 
staked their lives upon. 


“Speaking of the things pertaining to the king- 
iom of God.’’ These forty days were days in which 
He opened the Scriptures to them and made them 
inderstand much that had hitherto been seen but 
limly, if at all. 


“Wait for the promise of the Father.”’ Their task 
was a tremendous one, and the most important was 

eir waiting. Is it not true that oftentimes we rush 
nto our work too soon, without the induement of 
the Holy Spirit? It pays to wait for God; rich 
promises are made to those who wait for Him. 


II. The Question And Its Answer: 1:6-8. He had 
been speaking to them about the things pertaining 
to the Kingdom, and the question was a most nat- 
iral one: “Wilt thou at this time restore the king- 
dom to Israel?” He reiterates what He had already 
told them. (See Mark 13:32 and other similar pas- 
sages). In spite of this clear statement, many have 
tried to set the exact date of His Coming. The 
Millerites dressed in robes and went up on a moun- 
tain, so sure were they that the date was settled. 
Even as fine a student of the Word, and as spir- 
itual a commentator as Bengal made this mistake. 
We need not be surprised that sects like the Je- 
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hovah Witnesses should do this. 


Christ does not dwell on this, but immediately 
turns to a much more practical and important 
aspect of the Kingdom: He gives them their work: 
ye shall receive power; ye shall be witnesses unto 
Me. This is our business while our Lord tarries, and 
perhaps if we had been more faithful, He would 
have come already. We know that the number of 
“the elect”? has to be completed, and that the Gos- 
pel is to be carried to all nations. The Church has 
wasted lots of time on trivial matters while neg- 
lecting His express command to “go and tell.” 


III. The Ascension: 9-12. He had often disappear- 
ed during the forty days, but this time it is far 
different. Now He is leaving them in truth. While 
they gazed up—and we can use our imagination to 
try to realize how they must have felt—two men 
stood by them. I notice that two of our best and 
most conservative Bible students disagree as to who 
these two “men” are. Lenski says that he cannot 
accept the idea that they were literal men, but 
angels spoken of as “‘men,”’ while Dr. Morgan seems 
rather sure that they were men, perhaps the very 
two who were with Him on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, Moses and Elijah. 


However this may be, the main thing is the mes- 
sage of these “men,” or angels. This is a “special 
delivery message,’”’ and when God sends this sort, 
as in the case of the Birth and Resurrection of 
Jesus, He employs heavenly messengers, whether 
angels or resurrected men. This same Jesus shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go. Here 
is a prediction which cannot be explained away. 


IV. The Ten Days’ Prayer Meeting: 13-26. It was 
during this prayer meeting that Peter made the 
suggestion that one should be chosen to take the 
place of Judas, which was done. Dr. Morgan sug- 
gests that God later chose Paul as the twelfth 
apostle 


Lesson For Jan. 8: The 
Church Empowered 


Scripture: Acts 2:1-41. Devotional Reading: Joel 
2:28-32. How weak and insignificant, and helpless 
the Church looked! Twelve Apostles, one hundred 
and twenty Believers, and the whole world to be 
evangelized! This would have been a herculean task 
even if no opposition was met, but fierce opposition 
was to be expected both from the religious leaders 
of the Jews and from the heathen Roman Govern- 
ment. 

The great need was for Supernatural Power. 
This had been promised to them, and for this they 
were commanded to wait; to tarry in Jerusalem 
until they were embued with power from on high. 


“And when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come’’: this reminds us of the phrase, “when the 
fulness of time was come’’; for this, too, was a part 
of God’s Plan. “The day of Pentecost, or ‘the day 
of the Fiftieth,’ i.e., of Pentecost. Coming seven 
weeks after the Passover, it was also called, ‘The 
Festival of the Weeks.’ In this year the fifteenth of 
Nisan, the day of the Passover, occurred on a Fri- 
day (which, of course, began at sundown on Thurs- 
day). The count of fifty starts with the next day 
which was a Sabbath and thus brings us to another 
Sabbath as the day of Pentecost of this year.” 
(Lenski). 
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We may conveniently divide our Lesson into two 
parts: (1) The Coming of the Holy Spirit, and (2) 
The Sermon of Peter. 


I. The Coming Of The Holy 
Spirit: 1-13 


1. The Symbols of the Spirit. ““‘Two symbols were 
given—one appealing to hearing and the other to 
seeing. The symbol of sound, ‘a rushing mighty 
wind’; the symbol of sight, ‘tongues ... of fire’; a 
plurality and a unity, the tongues were many; but 
the fire was One. These were symbols, of no value 
save as signs for the moment. It is necessary to ob- 
serve this fact, because there is always a hunger in 
the carnal heart for signs. These signs were ma- 
terial: today we do not need them: they were 
needed at the commencement. That which is of su- 
preme importance is the experience described in the 
words: They were all filled with the Holy Spirit.’ 
The Spirit was unseen and unheard.” (Dr. Morgan). 
We remember that when Jesus was talking to Nico- 
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demus He compared the Spirit to wind: The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh or 
whither it goeth; so is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit. In Ezekiel 37 we have the same symbol of 
wind used for the Spirit of God, in connection with 
the prophet’s vision of the Valley of Dry Bones. 


“The Spirit is not fire, and did not come in the 
fire they saw. That was the symbol granted; but 
never granted since, because unnecessary. The 
abiding fact was that of the Spirit filling their wait- 
ing souls. Then a new day dawned in human his- 
tory, a new departure was initiated in the economy 
of God. Taking the Bible as the history of God’s 
dealings with men, there had never been anything 
like this before, though everything had looked to- 
ward it, waited for it, and hoped for it.”’ (Morgan). 
In our Devotional Reading from Joel we see that 
it was promised by this prophet, as Peter recognizes 
in his new understanding of the Scripture. 

2. The Speaking with Tongues. It is very clear 
that this was a supernatural gift of real speech; 
not an unknown tongue, but one known to the dif- 
ferent people present at the Feast. Some have com- 
pared it to the Confusion of Tongues at Babel: 
there, men who had before this spoken one lan- 
guage had their speech confused, or divided; here, 
men of different races, places and nationalities 
heard the Gospel in their own tongue, “wherein we 
were born,” as they expressed it. There were Jews 
and Jewish Proselytes from all over the world 
present at this Feast and they were all able to 
understand the proclamation of the “Good News.” 


Paul treats this subject very fully in I Corin- 
thians, Chapters 12 and 14. Some have made this 
matter of “speaking with tongues” of great im- 
portance and in certain instances it has led to grave 


abuses. Let me quote from Lenski again, Pages 62 
and 63: “The gift of tongues is one of the proofs 
for divine inspiration. The Spirit who put the 
words of strange languages into the mouths of the 
disciples wherewith to speak the great things of 
God had no trouble in attending to the words of 
the holy writers so that they recorded what he de- 
sired and in the way he desired it ... The gift of 
tongues was one of the miraculous gifts of the 
apostolic church and as such, together with other 
miraculous gifts, served its purpose in attesting 
the presence of the Spirit at a time when such at- 
testation was needed. Hence it was transient and 
disappeared when the church grew to such propor- 
tions that its very presence and power attested the 
Spirit’s presence within it. The gift was not in- 
tended for preaching, and none of the believers in 
the apostolic church used it for that purpose. The 
one apostle who preached to so many nationalities 
did this without the gift of tongues. God had provi- 
dentially prepared the vehicle of Greek, the world 
language of that time, for this purpose.’”’ (See more 
on Page 63). 


The effect of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
is two-fold: (1) All were amazed and were in doubt, 
saying one to another, What meaneth this? (2) 
others mocking said, These men are full of new 
wine. 


Il. The Sermon Of Peter: 14-41 


Peter begins his sermon by a simple and effective 
reply and rebuke to the “mockers.” The sermon 
which follows would serve as a model for all ser- 
mons, and I would like to point out some of its out- 
standing characteristics. 


1. It begins with Scripture and is full of Scrip- 
ture from beginning to end. Is there not a splendid 
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lesson for us here? The more of God’s Word we 


can weave into our sermons the better. Bible illus- 
trations are the best in the world. Mr. Moody tells 
of a man who was converted by reading the news- 
paper account of sermon of Philippian 
Jailer, but he found that the thing in sermon 
which brought conviction and salvation to the 


reader was the quotations from the Bible itself, and 
not anyth.ng which Moody said. 


] 


Peter and the other apostles had been very slow 
to understand the Scripture until this enlighten- 
ment of the Holy Spirit. We, too, must depend upon 
the Holy Spirit to interpret the Word. I am sure 
that there are many passages in the Bible which 
would take on new and richer meaning if we had 
the Spirit to illuminate them for u 


2. He spoke plainly of their sin and their respon- 
sibility before God. Verse 23 is a fine illustration 
of the foreknowledge of God and the responsibility 
of men. Predestination does not destroy free 


agency. We may not be able to understand all about 
this, but nevertheless both are plainly taught. 


3. He dwelt on the Fundamental Facts of the 
Gospel—the death and resurrection of the Lord. 
Doctrine must be at the basis of our preaching, for 
until we believe in the atoning death and the bodily 


resurrection of our Saviour we have no solid ground 
upon which to stand. Then, of course, he spoke of 
the coming and power of the Holy Spirit. These 
and other basic truths ist undergird our preach- 


ing. Today there is a crying need for more doc- 
trinal preaching. It need never be dry, and it feeds 
the souls of believers, and gives the needed incen- 
tive for holy living and zealous work. 


4. The sermon had the desired effect: “they were 

pricked in their hearts, etc.—what shall we do?” A 
sermon is never finished unless it moves the hearers 
to “do something.”’ Oh, if we could only see such 
results! Our people shake hands with the preacher 
at the door of the church and perhaps say: “That 
was a good sermon, or I enjoyed the service, or 
some other word of praise: If we could hear men 
and women say: What shall we do? Pricked hearts 
and earnest enquiry are far better than compli- 
ments. No one, I suppose, said to Peter: “That was 
a marvellous exposition of the prophecy of Joel.”’ 
But they did say: “‘What shall we do?” 
5. He exhorted them. Exhortation has its place 
in all true evangelical preaching. Preachers of the 
former generation were often ‘“‘good exhorters.”’ 
Peter wanted action: so do we; and sometimes all 
that is needed is a few rds of pleading, urging 
people, as Peter did, to “save yourselves from this 
untoward generation. 


6. They went the whole way. They confessed 
their repentance and faith by being baptized and 
‘Joining the church.” This latter was no mere 
form: ‘“‘And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as were saved.” 











Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For January 
Jan. 1: From The Manger To The Field 


Introduction 


The first program of the New Year reminds us 
that Christmas is over and we must enter the new 
year with new resolution and devotion to the task 
that God has given us to do. The theme is based on 
the experience of the Shepherds. They heard the 
Christmas story fron e angelic host, they went 
to the Manger and worshipped, and then they re- 
turned to the field, to their every-day work, prais- 
ing and glorifying God. We have heard the mes- 
sage of the angelic host as we have sung again the 


age-old carols of Christmas, we have been to the 
Manger to worship, but it is all to no avail unless 
we now go into the field which is the world to praise 


God and witness to what we have seen and heard. 


But witness is someth that seems so foreign 
to us moderns. We talk glibly of anything and 
everything but our most precious faith. Just what 
can we say? Let us run through the Christmas pas- 
sage once again and see what it is we have to tell 
to the world. 





SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Luke 2:8-20) 


1. We Have A Gospel For The World. Verse 10. 
The angel said: ‘“‘Fear not: for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple.”” We have a world that is in the grip of fear. 


Individuals fear what is going to happen to them. 





Nations fear what is going to happen in the world. 
But fear goes out when the Gospel comes in, for 
the Gospel is good tidings, joyous good news, from 
God. The Good News of Gospel is that God so 
loved every one of us that He sent His only Son 
into the world that through Him we might not 
perish but have everlasting life. Since God did not 
spare His only Son, but freely delivered Him up 
for us all, then surely He will give us all things 
that we need in Him. Our life is hid with Christ in 
God, so we need have no fear for the future since 
we can never drift beyond His love and care. And 
God is at work in His world and will continue to 
work until He has made His world what He intends. 
We know that history will not be the mere conse- 
quences of circumstances controlled and molded by 
man, for God is overruling in the kingdoms of men 
to perfect His purposes and no man can stay His 
hand. We have no fear for our world. We need 
only to work hand in hand with God to make our 
world what God intends. We have a Gospel for the 
world, good news to man and good news about our 
world. 

2. We Have A Saviour For The World. Verse 11. 
“Unto you is born this day a Saviour.” The angel 
had announced beforetime to Mary: “Thou shalt 
call his name Jesus, because he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins.’’ The reason that fear, hatred, 
greed and lust have destroyed our efforts to build 
the best kind of a world is that sin reigns in human 
hearts. Nothing lasting can be done in the world 
until something lasting is done in human hearts, 
and man can not enter other hearts and work. But 
Christ can. We have a Saviour whom men can re- 
ceive by faith, and when they do He comes into 
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their hearts and goes to work to deliver them from again and again every time we hear the old, old 
the power of sin and make them righteous as He is story. 

righteous. We have the Good News of a Saviour (a) Knowledge. Verse 16. They first came to the 
who can save from sin and make righteous. This is Manger to see if the message of the angel was true 
the One our world needs and must have before any- and they found all just as the angel had said. We 


‘ium alan ens } get : 
thing else can be done. too must come to Bethlehem, to Galilee, to Geth- 


semane, to Calvary, to see and-know that all that 


_ 3. We Have A Future For The World. Verse 14. the Bible says is so. We must know the facts about 
1 a eo lg ve ‘earth pe host, “Glory God’s Good News, we must know the Saviour who 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will is God’s Good News. Until we take the time to be- 
toward men,” reminds us of that goal that God has lieve, obey and know for ourselves we have no mes- 


for His world. Wars and rumors of wars have been 
the order of the day down through all the centuries, 
and today the rumors are more widespread and 
more horrible than ever. But in the fullness of pa aa = p ete eh ; P ; 

God’s own time His purpose in Christ will be ful- pe ely yg aged liga Nossa C2 yen and made known 
filled and there will be peace throughout all the abroad ae Saye Ee told everybody. To know 
earth and men shall dwell as men of good-will. We Christ and yee the truth from the Word of 
do not yet see all things brought into subjection to God so — und thrills a Se ne penn — 
God, but we see Jesus, and we know that the earth 


sage, we are a part of pagan mankind to whom the 
message is to come. 


(b) Testimony. Verses 17-18. When they had 


go and tell abroad to everybody the message. The 


shall vet be filled with the knowledge and glory of ( hristian wi ) has no tesumony that he feels com- 
God as the waters that cover the sea. Our world pelled to give has never been to the Manger nor to 
has a future and the advent of Christ guarantees Valvary 
that future. (c) Meditation. Verse 19. Mary kept all these 
things in her heart and daily meditated on them. 
4. We Have A Responsibility To The World. You and I are too prone to think little on these 
Verses 16-20. When the shepherds first heard this things because we have heard them so much. If our 
glorious message they responded in a manner that testimony is to be fresh and vital we must never 


outlines the response that you and I must make take these stories of our faith for granted nor feel 
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that we have heard them until we know them. We 
must hide them away in our hearts and daily medi- 
tate on them until they grip our hearts daily with 
fresh appeal and power. If we can read the Christ- 
mas story and immediately begin to think about 
some passing fad or interest of the day the story 
has lost its meaning for us and the great cost of 
God has become a cheap thing to us. 


(d) Worship. Verses 20-21. The shepherds re- 
turned praising and glorifying God and the par- 
ents of Jesus took Him to the temple to be cir- 
cumcised according to the command of God. Joyous 
worship in the house of God and obedient worship 
in the house of God. Our witness for the Lord Jesus 
Christ must ever be tied into a joyous worship in 
His house, and a worship that is obedient in every 
respect. 


Christmas has reminded us that we have Good 
News for the world, the Good News that a Saviour 
is available and we have a responsibility to get 
that Good News to all the world. But to really and 
truly do it we must come to know Him ourselves, 
keep our knowledge fresh by meditation and joyous 
and obedient worship. 


Suggestions 


In Presbyterian Youth the program will be cen- 
tered around certain aspects of the Young People’s 
program of our Church which should be supported 
and through which this testimony can be given. 
Also this is the opening of our season of emphasis 
on Foreign or World Missions. Of course World 
Missions is simply giving throughout the world that 
same testimony that you are giving in your own 
back yard. Place a study of this passage of Scrip- 
ture in the opening part of your program, assign- 
ing each section of the lesson to some one who will 
read and comment. Then show how the various 
phases of our church program for young people and 
our world mission program enable you to fully 
carry out your responsibility to witness to the ends 
of the earth. 


Jan. 8: Not By Might Nor By Power 


Introduction 


The words of our topic are taken from Zechariah 
4:6 in which we read: ‘‘Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” I am told that in 
Jerusalem today they are again developing the use 
of the classical Hebrew language. When they sought 
to find a word that would mean organization they 
had difficulty because that was a word that was 
unknown in the days when classical Hebrew was 
the language of the day. But they finally hit upon 
the word that most closely corresponded to the 
idea and used the word that is here translated 
“power.” Thus in modern terminology we would be 
correct in paraphrasing these words: “Not by 
might, nor by organization, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord.” 

In this paraphrase we have a truth that we must 
not overllook in our great concern for the problems 
of the world and the formation of an organization 
that will meet them. The might of many people 
united, the efficiency of a well planned organiza- 
tion must have their place in any program that will 
make its impact felt upon the world, but might and 
organization alone are insufficient. The deciding 
factor will always be the Spirit of God. Thus in all 
of our planning we must look two ways: we must 
look to see who will work together and how, but 


at the same time we must also look to see that those 
who work together are working according to the 
mind of the Spirit and in ways that the Spirit has 
promised to bless. 


In this program we are to look at some of the 
pronouncements of the World Council of Churches 
that came into being last summer at Amsterdam. 
We are to look at some of the problems of our 
world and show how the churches of the world can 
bring the teachings of Jesus to bear upon the solu- 
tion of these problems. But with all of our looking 
we must hold forth clearly to the principle that in 
all of this planning and organization the mind of 
the Spirit must be known and followed or our plans 
will fall uselessly to pieces. Since the World Council 
can be no stronger than its members and must ex- 
press the life of its membership we must let our 
testimony be known and our influence felt in a way 
that will bring into focus and fact the mind of the 
Spirit. How can we do this? The principles set forth 
by Paul in the following Scripture Lesson will 
answer our question. 


THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Philippians 1:23-30) 


1. Our Manner Of Life. Verse 27a. Paul is 
writing from a Roman jail and does not know 
whether he will ever see his beloved Philippian 
Christians again. He wants them to major on the 
things of most vital importance, things that will 
make the Church effective in the world. So he 
writes to them: “‘Let your conversation be as be- 
cometh the gospel.” Now he is not talking about 
what we say, there are already too many people 
who talk good religion but don’t live it. Those 
words are just the old English translation of what 
Paul really said, which is this: ‘‘Let your manner 
of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.” If you 
and I are to have any testimony to the world we 
must have a life that is different from the world 
and completely consistent with the Gospel and all 
of its implications. And if the World Council is to 
have an effective impact upon the world it must be 
able to back up its formal pronouncements by point- 
ing to Christians all over the world who are living 
lives consistent with the Gospel and say to the 
world: “This is what we mean.” 


We are not now doing this. Sometime ago For- 
tune Magazine examined carefully the life of the 
people in the churches and came to this conclusion: 
Most of the points of view held by church people 
are not the voice of God but merely the echo of 
the points of view of the world in which we live. 
The lives of the people of the churches are not pat- 
terned after the will of God but are an imitation 
of the habits of the class and culture to which they 
belong. We must come to live a life different from 
the world and consistent with the Gospel. 


2. Our Manner Of Faith. But what we believe 
will determine how we act. What we believe about 
God, Christ and the Bible will determine the kind 
of life we live and the kind of testimony we give. 
And if we are going to make an impact upon our 
world we must give a stronger testimony to the 
world than merely saying: ‘“‘We differ but we intend 
to stay together.’’ We must be able to say: “This is 
what we believe and we will live it and die for 
it if necessary.’”’ But what manner of faith can we 
all have in common? 


(a) It must be a faith made vital by the Spirit 
of God. Verse 27b. This is a plea for vital reality, 
not a mere repetition of the same words as an ex- 
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pression of faith. To “stand firm in one spirit,” 
does not mean to be able to stand up and repeat 
the same creed. God is the Creator of the earth 
and of man, but to merely state the fact leaves 
God far away and removed from life. To believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who died on 
the tree for me is true but it happened two thou- 
sand years ago, and many people believe that in 
their heads and it never moves them as much as a 
traffic accident near at home does. But when the 
Spirit of the living God touches our hearts and 
through our faith brings us into that vital and liv- 
ing touch with God in Christ that makes us know 
to the very depths of our being that we are in 
touch and in tune with God then we stand for Him, 
we share His mind, and we will sacrifice to serve 
Him. When we are thus in contact with Reality 
men will recognize and be drawn to our faith. This 
reality in the life that declares to the world we are 
in touch and in tune with God in the work of the 
Spirit of God in our hearts, and to stand firm in 
one spirit with one mind is to stand with those 
whose spirits God has quickened and made alive. 
Our manner of faith must manifest the presence 
and power of the Spirit of God. 


(b) It must be a faith that is of one mind. When 
we have a vital faith that makes men stop, look and 
listen we must be able to give a reason for the hope 
that is in us. We must have one mind in explaining 
our faith. And as we make our plans and move into 
action we must be agreed as one concerning what 
God’s will is. We must be of one mind. Is this the 
group mind of the world concerning its needs? Is 
this the group mind of the Church concerning the 
will of God? Is it simply the mind of the creeds 
that have come down? No, it is the mind of God 
that is revealed in the Bible to those who come to 
the Bible with Spirit-illuminated minds and Spirit- 
warmed hearts. God has spoken to us in His Word 
and in His Son, and this word of God to man is the 
Holy Bible. We may not be able to stand with one 
mind about the Bible and we may not have one 
mind about the detaills of doctrine, but if we come 
to the Bible with an unfeigned spirit of faith the 
Holy Spirit will speak through the Word and we 
will be one in fellowship and one in objective. We 
must stand with one mind, the mind of God in the 
Bible. 


3. Our Manner Of Service. Our consistent life 
and genuine Spirit-born faith must be followed by 
service to the ends of the earth, but that service 
must be different from most service now rendered 
by all too many of us. Paul says: “Striving side by 
side.’”” Now we plan our life so that we can have a 
noble and worthwhile career with plenty of money 
and comforts, and we serve God with the left-overs 
of life—with what time, money, ability and interest 
we have left over after we have worn ourselves out 
on our own affairs. But if we are to be effective we 
must go at this thing with an earnestness that 
makes us worthy to follow in the train of those 
who through blood, sweat and tears have made our 
Church possible for us today. 


Leader’s Talk 


In one sense the World Council of Churches has 
been established. In another sense it is in the pro- 
cess of becoming. Although we seem far removed 
from the deliberations of a world-wide body, yet in 
actuality the Church around the world will be what 
you and I around the corner make it. We must see 
that our testimony and our service bring into this 
world-wide testimony the mind of the Spirit, for 


it is not by might, nor by organization, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord. To do this we must live a 
life transformed by the Spirit of God to be con- 
sistent with all the provisions and claims of the 
Gospel, we must have a faith that is born of the 
Spirit of God speaking in the Bible, and we must 
live a life of full-rounded service that is earnest, 
urgent, and effective. 


Suggestions 


Again you may place the study of this Scripture 
well up in the opening of your program and study 
it carefully along the lines set down in the outline 
above. Then be sure that you consider any pro- 
posals or pronouncements of the World Council 
from the point of view of how you may help in 
harmony with the Word of God just studied. 





Jan. 15: Not Just The Preacher's Job 


Introduction 


We are now engaged in a Protestantism-wide, 
evangelistic crusade that is to last some 18 months 
and reach into every nook and cranny of America. 
We want to do our part. What can we do? Here 
again we are face to face with the fact that our 
nation-wide plans will be effective only as you and 
I have the proper attitude that lays the foundation 
for the coming of revival, and only as we ourselves 
are personally engaged in evangelism. 


This program should be a thorough study of our 
individual responsibility as Christians to practise 
daily the habit of seeking to win our friends and 
neighbors to saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is the privilege and responsibility of every Chris- 
tian to be a soul-winner, but it takes more prepara- 
tion than merely deciding to go out and do it. Here 
are some steps that you must take if you are to be 
a soul-winner. 


Steps For The Soul Winner 


1. You must know the Lord yourself. When we 
go out to win others to the Lord Jesus we are not 
going out to tell them about Him nor about our 
Church. We are going out to introduce Him to our 
friends in the same real and definite way that we 
would introduce a friend to an acquaintance. We 
must know Him personally as Saviour from sin and 
Lord of life. Il Timothy 1:11-12; I Timothy 1:15. 


2. You must know the Word of God. Nothing that 
we say is going to change the mind and heart of 
the sinner, and nothing that you or I may say of 
ourselves is of any more lasting value than the 
point of view of the sinner. Our words have no 
more power than the words of any other man. But 
the Word of God tells us who Christ is, what He 
can do, how He saves, and when that word is sown 
in the heart of an individual it is a life-giving word 
that convicts of sin, convinces that Christ is true 
and converts to Him. Hebrews 4:12; Romans 10:17; 
II Timothy 3:16-17. 


3. You must live a life that is clean within and 
without. If there is anything in your life that is 
displeasing to God or that is inconsistent with the 
Gospel in the eyes of the world people will not 
listen to what you have to say. You must be willing 
to unload and come clean if you would be used of 
the Lord in soul-winning. II Timothy 2:21; Romans 
12:1-2. 





Page 24 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dec. 15, 1949 








4. You must be convinced of the urgency of win- 
ning men to Christ. If you think that evangelism is 
simply working to develop moral character, or if 
you feel it is merely adding your bit to the long 
and difficult task of building a Christian world 
order, then your interest in and devotion to this 
practise will not be too diligent. But when you 
realize that men are lost, dead in sins, and bound 
for hell, without hope in this world or in the world 
to come; then it becomes urgent that you tell them 
of Christ, mighty to save. Do you believe that men 
are = going to hell? If you don’t you are out 
of tune th the purpose that Christ came into the 
world to “fulfil and the task which He committed 
to His disciples who follow after Him. Luke 19:10; 
John 3:16; John 20:21. 


5. You must be much in prayer for guidance. You 
are not going out to work alone on whomever you 
happen to run into, but you are going out as a co- 
laborer with God; therefore you must be led by 
His Spirit to those in whom His Spirit is working. 
If every morning we would pray, ‘“‘Lord, lead me to 
some soul today; Lord, teach me just what to say,”’ 
then He would lead us to those in whom His Spirit 
is working and with that Spirit wit hom you will 
be co-operating. Acts 8:29; 13:1. 

You must have a real love for souls. Only as 
we love people even as Christ loved people we 
reach people for Him, and that love is more than a 
feeling we work up. It is that deep down love that 


comes when we respond to God’s love and surrender 
to Him who first loved us. I John 4:19; Galatians 
2:20; Rom. 5:5. 


. And being prepared you must seize every op- 
purines to witness. You must ever be conscious 
that you have been chosen of God to do this work 
and that God is going to be bringing you into con- 
tact with those whom He would have you reach. 
Co-operate then with others in the programs of 
your Church and be ever alert to seize openings 
and create openings for a good word for Jesus 
Christ. 


Suggestions 


This is a tremendously important subject, one 
that is neglected by the average Christian. Let us 
then study these steps one by one. The leader, at 
least, should be thoroughly familiar with the sub- 
ject. Excellent material for this program can be 
secured from our Committee of Evangelism in At- 
lanta, Ga. Write Dr. H. H. Thompson for help. 
Moody Press, of Chicago, Ill., can furnish a num- 
ber of excellent pamphlets on the subject. Take 
this subject by the horns and do a thorough job of 
studying it, and have your group analyse honestly 
and fearlessly its own habits. Are the members of 
your group doing personal work? If not, is it be- 
cause they don’t know how or because they are lost 
in sin and are on the roll of the Church but have 
never been entered in the Lamb’s Book of Life? 








Woman’s Work 
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3 . Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Preparing Him Room 
(A Quiet Talk With Myself) 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


“Thou didst leave thy throne and Thy kingly crown 
When Thou camest to earth for me, 

But in Bethlehem town was there found no room 
For Thy Holy Nat * 


“Now, that’s the way I’ve always thought we 
ought to sing that hymn,” she interrupted her 
humming to say to lf was not a home but 
the public inn of the town where there was no room 
for Him.” 


She was placing gathers evenly on the rods 
to hang the snowy-fresh curtains in her oldest 
daughter’s little bedroom. It was all ready now for 
her expected coming tomorrow. 

The dear home-coming daughter! Coming home 
for Christmas! Her kee young eyes and warm 
heart would be quick to see and delight in every 
expression of the loving welcome in the newly- 
washed windows and curtains, new bedspread and 
the spray of winter-red berries on the white mantel 
between the tall white candles. It was all so dainty 
and sweet. 


“But oh!” sighed the tired dear mother, as she 
dropped into the low, old-timey rocker by the table, 
“IT did so want new paper on the walls—morning- 


PPP LPP L LLL OD 


glory pattern in delicate pastels—and a soft new 
rug in water-color blue ynly—well, I do know she 
would rather we use that money to help with her 
and Joe, Junior’s college bills and, maybe, part of 
it to help send more Bibles to those poor homeless 
DP’s in Europe. We keep hearing about how they 
long to have copies of their very own once more. 
I read just yesterday aes one man wrote to the 
distributing office, in tzerland, after he got his 
own new Bible: ‘Last | night I read the Gospel ac- 
cording to Luke from the beginni ng to the end. 
What a story! I was deeply moved’.” 


Her own heart was move ed as she recalled those 
words and she sat still awhile as she continued to 
talk with herself.”’ “The Gos] nel of Luke—now when 
have I read it through? How little it stirs my heart, 
even those first two beautiful Christmas Chapters!” 
She er her hand gently upon the dear daughter’s 
old Bible, lying right there on her table, as it had 
done since that memorable twelfth birthday, when 
they had pre ogee this little room to be her very 
own. She could almost hear her little girl’s eager 
voice reciting Luke 2:7 . as she memorized it for 
her Sunday School } 


Forgetting to hurry on to dust the living-room, to 
do more Christmas cooking in the kitchen, to 
finish addressing the car still waiting on her 
desk, even to plan how to get in that last shopping 
rip she had thought she must make—forgetti 
preparations, she opened that little Bib 

read with a new vision Luke’s story of “‘The Litt le 
30y of heavenly birth who came to earth that day 
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to make Christ-mas for all mankind.” 
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“O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee.” 


She softly sang the refrain of the hymn of His 
Holy Nativity as she laid the old Bible back in its 
place while deep within her soul she prayed: ‘‘And, 
dear Lord Jesus, I will make mine a welcoming 
Bethlehem home for Thee, this Christmas time, 
where there is room and time and money (all I 
can give Thee) and love for Thee, first of all, on 
Thine own birthday.” 


“Hi there! Home, Mary—Mother?” Her husband’s 
usual cheery call rang across her prayer thoughts, 
and she sprang up to receive and give the greeting 
kiss, admitting: ‘‘Lunch isn’t ready, Joe. I'll have 
to set us out a quickie as fast as I can, and tell you 
why while we eat it.” 

The lift in her voice and the light in her eyes 
told more than her words, so her Joseph quickly 
caught the spark of her inner joy and heartily 
agreed to make theirs a Bethlehem home with room 
in all their hearts for His Holy Nativity amidst all 
else they would do to celebrate Christmas. 

They took time at family prayers to read the 
golden words of Scripture together and the listen- 
ing family felt a joyous renewal of faith with each 
reading. They sang—or hummed or whistled—the 
glad carols as they put Christmas greens and 
candles in familiar old places, “‘to make it look like 
Christmas,”’ they always said. 


They did new things, too “to make it a Bethlehem 
they said. They found a fine copy 
of their favorite ativity scene and gave it the 


home Christmas,”’ t 


place of honor, ere it focused the attention of 
all who entered, in their living room. They stopped 
every busy activity to listen in worshipful silence 
to the sacred Christmas records and radio music 
when it came in. They re-read aloud, or re-told, 
their old favorites in Christmas stories and poems 
around the sparkling hearth-fire, while the flicker- 
ing candle-flames lighted precious memories of 
Christmas Eve at home—to last a lifetime. 


Their pleasure in the usual gift-giving paled be- 
side the soul-satisfying joy each one felt when they 
brought their family-gift of $50.00 to the church 
service (the result of some self-chosen act of self- 
denial by each one) to be shared by our retired 
ministers and to provide more Bibles for those still 
homeless ones abroad. 

When Christmas night came in that Christian 
Bethlehem home that family sang their new favorite 
among the beautiful Christmas hymns: 


“Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown 
When Thou camest to earth for me.” 

And each heart sang, as they all sang together, 

“OQ come to my heart, Lord Jesus 

There is room in my heart for Thee.”’ 


HOW THEY LIVE 
A Source Of Wonder 


According to Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Annuities and Relief, in 
a statement released recently, “it is necessary, if 
the needs of the aged ministers, their widows and 
dependent children are to be met, that the Church 
respond generously dur.ng the Christmas season 
With a large Joy Gift.”’ “In the church year to 


date, ” said Dr. Boggs, “‘there have been 395 bene- 
ficiaries of Ministerial Relief who have looked to 
the Board of Annuities and Relief for either total 
or partial support. The amount remitted monthly 
to each home, upon recommedation of the Com- 
mittees of Presbyteries responsible for overseeing 
the needs of the beneficiaries, has depended upon 
the amount available to the Board. Infirmities of 
age, medical expe nses, hospitalization fees, nursing 
costs, the presence of minor children to be fed, 
clothed and educated—all of these factors have 
had to be considered when appropriations were 
made. 


it can hardly be claimed that appropria- 
tions have been excessive when it is remembered 
that the max.mum monthly appropriation to a min- 
ister beneficiary is but $40.00 and the maximum 
regular appropriation to a widow is but $20.00. Of 
course in recent years the decrease in the number 
of beneficiari of Ministerial Relief and the in- 
crease in the amount of the annual Joy Gift have 
made possible special remittances in addition to 
the regular appropriations. And yet the rising costs 
of living so counteract the dollar increase that none 
who know would claim that the retired servants of 
the Church, their widows and dependent children 
living in luxury. On the contrary it is a con- 
source of wonder to our staff in the office of 
he Board of Annuities and Relief how many of 
them live at all.” 


‘But,” continued the statement by Dr. Boggs, 
“there are approximat ely 300 other retired 
vants of the Church 
Joy Gift for their daily 


ser- 
who also look in part to the 

subsistence. These are those 
who were retired under the provisions of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund but who had participated in 
the Fund for too brief a period to build up an an- 
nuity upon which living would be possible. The 
General Assembly, recognizing the necessity for 
augmenting in some way their earned annuity, di- 
rected the Board Annuities and Relief to sup- 
plement the annuities w.th funds from Ministerial 
Re lief. And so it is accurate to say that looking to 
the Church for support through the Joy Gift there 
are approximately 695 ministers, widows and de- 
pendents of ministers whose means of livelihood 
either in whole or in part will be condit:oned upon 
the generosity of the Church at the Christmas sea- 
son through the ‘red envelopes.’ 


“‘Most ministers,” concluded the statement by 
Dr. Boggs, ‘‘are not greatly concerned about pro- 
viding for their future, speaking materially. They 
have the faith to believe that God will make pro- 
vision for the.r necessities. So far through His gen- 
erous people, who have given in love and with lib- 
eralness at th hristmas season, God has provided. 
We do not ve that the people of God will fail 
‘their own needy’ this year. But the amount of the 
Joy Gift offering will show if our faith is justified.” 


The Joy Gift - For Whom? 


“So you have done all of your Christmas shop- 
ping! Wonderful! Are you sure you have remem- 
bered everyone?” Jane asked, as she stopped to 
greet her friend Betty. 


“‘Absolutely! And I’ve never finished so early!” 
replied the excited Betty. 


“How about the Joy Gift? Did pou lay aside a 
certain amount for that, as you purchased your 
gifts?” 
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“Joy Gift? What’s that?” asked Betty. “It does 
seem familiar but I can’t remember. Tell me about 
it, Jane,’”’ she said. 

‘“‘Why Betty, I am surprised at any Presbyterian 
not knowing about the Joy Gift at Christmas time! 
All Presbyterians should give a love gift—a Joy 
Gift—for our retired ministers and their families. 
Many of these dear folks are wholly dependent 
upon our generosity. 


“Did you know that during the last year 96 
ministers, 287 widows, and 20 orphans were made 
happier by this Joy Gift? 

“Of these orphans some have become chronic 
invalids because of ministering to infirm parents. 
And did you know that the average appropriation 
for each home was approximately $35.00 a month!” 

“Isn’t that a shame! How can they buy food with 
that small amount, not to mention medicine and 
other necessities,” replied Betty. 

“T understand that these wonderful Christians 
are so grateful for this help,’’ continued Jane. 
“They have given long years of faithful service to 
the Church and should be rewarded in this way. 
This quotation which I found the other day shows 
their gratitude,” continued Jane, as she drew a 
clipping from her purse and handed it to Betty. 

It read: “It seems really uncanny that this 
money always comes at a time when dreadfully 
needed; yet, I know that it is providentially sent 
by God through His people, for it always comes 
when needed most.” 

“The Joy Gift which we give them at this time of 
the year is but a small payment on a large debt of 
gratitude which we all owe to those who have 
given us so many years of service in the church,” 
said Betty, as she thanked Jane for giving her this 
information. 


1 


“Jane, you have really made me see how it is 
possible to give Joy to some people I had forgotten, 
by making a generous Joy Gift offering next Sun- 
day at church. Believe me, I have not finished my 
Christmas shopping after all,” said Betty. 

(Mrs. B. N.) Helen McComb, 


Baton Rouge, La. 


| Church News 


BRING CHRISTMAS NEXT TO 
THE BOYS AT TEX-MEX 


1 


Recently fire virtually destroyed the newest dor- 
mitory on the campus of our Texas-Mexican In- 
dustrial Institute at Kingsville, Tex. 





| 





In this building were housed thirty 
member of the faculty. 


yvs and one 


When the fire was extinguished the boys and their 
teacher discovered that they had lost all of their 
clothing and personal belongings. Other students 
were kind enough to lend them some clothes; but, 
no boy at Tex-Mex ever is too well supplied with 
clothing. 

Some of the boys were in sweat shirts and dun- 
garees when the fire was discovered; others were 
wearing suits. A few were barefooted, their only 
shoes being left in their rooms. 

All worked valiantly, as they could, during the 
fire; but the building was badly damaged. The roof 
was ruined as well as the upper floor, and the 
entire interior was a mass of ruins when the last 


smoldering spot was drenched against further fire. 
There it stands, a hollow reminder of its former 
attractiveness and utility. 

It was a “boy-built” structure in the first place, 
yet it was regarded as one of the better buildings 
on the campus. It was only partially covered by in- 
Surance. 


One day a new dormitory must replace the 
burned one. But the boys are standing in great 
need today. 

The kindness of their fellow students is to be 
commended, surely; but the Church probably would 
like to lend valuable assistance at this time. 

Money for the new dormitory is not in hand, ac- 
cording to Dr. S. Brooks McLane, President. Help 
on that would be greatly appreciated. 

Clothing for the boys constitutes an urgency. 
The Church ever has been willing to face and to 
meet urgencies. It has been suggested that at this 
Christmas season these worthy boys be completely 
outfitted with necessary garments—from the skin 
out. 

Clothing for high school age boys—not neces- 
sarily new garments, but good used clothing 
would bring great joy to the hearts of those whose 
loss was great—it was everything they had. 

Someone has suggested as a slogan for this fire 
disaster: “Bring Christmas Next To The Boys At 
Tex-Mex.”’ 

Acceptance of this slogan surely will “Bring 
Christmas Joys To Tex-Mex Boys!” 

Both gifts of money and of clothing should be 
sent to Dr. S. Brooks McLane, President, Texas- 
Mexican Industrial Institute, Kingsville, Tex 
Money should be designated for the dormitory 
replace the burned building. 








Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Galveston ... Texas 

Rev. H. N. Alexander, Pastor of this Church 
since Sept. 1, 1947, recently resigned, effective 
November lst to accept a call to the Comanchs 
(Tex.) Presbyterian Church. In connection with 
their leaving many nice attentions were shown Mr. 
and Mrs. Alexander. 

The Westminster Church has had a number of 
members added in the past two years; with also an 
increased Sunday School enrollment. Other interest- 
ing items in recent history of the Church include: 
The adoption of the Rotary plan for Elders and 
Deacons this past summer; the election of two new 
Elders and Deacons; the installation of a new 
roof; the painting of the Church by the Deacons and 
Elders and other members and friends of the 
Church, this work now approaching completion. 

A motion picture machine has recently been 
bought and paid for by the Young Adult Group, 
which also recently entertained the first Presby- 
tery-wide gathering of Young Adults in Brazos 
Presbytery. Eight delegates from this group at- 
tended the Synod’s Young Adult Conference at 
Mo-Ranch. Service projects of this group include 
parties at the Galveston Children’s Home and ser- 
vices at the Old Ladies’ Home, etc. 

The Women of the Church recently entertained 
very successfully the area group Conference. Thé¢ 
Church is almost always represented at the meet- 
ings of Synod and Presbytery by an Elder. The 
Church also gives liberally to benevolences. An an- 
nual vacation Church School is strongly supported 
by the Women of the Church. The Sunday Schoo! 
has an unusually large nursery department which 
is especially interesting. 
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Dr. Hay Inaugurated President 
Of Stillman College 


Dr. Samuel Burney Hay was inaugurated as the 
ghth president of Stillman College on Friday, 
October 28th, by Dr. Robert E. Fulton, Chairman 
‘ the Board of Trustees of the College. A large 
iudience participated in the impressive ceremony 
which was highlighted bv an inaugural address by 
Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, President of Morehouse 
College in Atlanta, Georgia. 


The academic procession included the inaugural 
party, the members of the Board of Trustees, the 
invited representives from twenty-one institutions 

ten states and the faculty of Stillman College. 
Official greetings were brought from the City of 
Tuscaloosa by Judge S. H. Sprott; from the Tusca- 
osa Community by Dr. A. B. Mckenzie, from the 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, The Honorable W. E. Price, by Doctor 
Leroy Burney; from The Women of the Presby- 
terian Church by Mrs. A. Walton Litz; from The 
Moderator of Snedecor Memorial Synod, by Rev. 
E. E. Newberry; from The President of the Women 

Snedecor Memorial Synod, Mrs. Wilhelmina T. 
Ford, by Mrs. A. Luffborough; from the President 

' the Women of the Synod of Alabama by Mrs. 
W. A. McCutchen; from The Assembly’s Committee 
n Negro Work by The Reverend A. R. Batchelor; 
from The Assembly’s Committee on Christian 
Education by Doctor B. A. McelIlhaney; from the 
Colleges of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States by President G. T. Gillespie; from The Col- 
leges of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America by Dr. Arthur Henry George; 
from the Negro Colleges of Alabama by President 
H. Councill Trenholm; from the State Department 
f Education by Dr. R. C. Hatch; from the Faculty 
by Dean B. B. Hardy; from the Alumni by the 


Reverend W. J. Gipson; from the Students by Mr. 
J. W. Lee, President of the Student Council. 


Dr. Mays’ address on “The Functions of The 
Christian College’ was followed by the induction 
of the President into office by the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees. In his acceptance, Dr. Hay 
quoted the 13th chapter of I Corinthians as his 
“platform.”’ The Inaugural prayer was given by a 
life-long friend, the Reverend Alex R. Batchelor, of 
the General Assembly’s Committee on Negro Work. 
Special music was given by the Stillman Chorus; 
the very appropriate “Hallelujah Chorus” by Han- 
del followed the address of acceptance. 





Dr. Marshall Woodson Elected President 
Of Flora Macdonald College 


Election of Rev. Marshall Scott Woodson, B.D., 
M.A., and Th.D., as president of Flora Macdonald 
College, Red Springs, N. C., and his acceptance 
were announced Tuesday morning at the college 
chapel service. 


Announcement of the appointment was made by 
Acting President Halbert M. Jones of Laurinburg. 


Dr. Woodson, who is 53, is a Missourian by birth. 
He is no stranger to the Carolinas, having spent the 
greater part of his early youth in South Carolina. 
Also, while he was in the service during World War 
II, his family made their home in Davidson, where 
his older son, Marshall, Jr., was a freshman. 


His education was interrupted at the end of his 
junior year at Presbyterian College in Clinton, 
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South Carolina, when he enlisted in the U. S. Navy 
in April, 1917. 

Upon being released from service in 1919, he 
immediately returned to college, graduating with 
an A. B. degree from Presbyterian college in 1920. 
In 1923, he received his B. D. degree from Columbia 
Theological Seminary with high scholastic standing. 
Also in 1923, he received his M. A. degree from the 
University of South Carolina, majoring in eco- 
nomics. While in college he played varsity football 
at Presbyterian College and the University of South 
Carolina teams. He received his earned Th.D. 
degree at Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, 
Va., in 1934, when his thesis was “The Kingdom 
Of God.” 

Dr. Woodson has studied at Biblical Seminary, 
New York; Union Seminary, New York; and at 
Columbia University. He spent the year 1929 in 
travel and study in Egypt, Palestine, and Syria. 

Between the First and Second World Wars, he 
held pastorates in Atlanta and Thomasville, Ga., 
Salisbury, N. C. and Tampa, Fla. 





i 


In the Second World War he served again with 
conspicuous success. After being graduated from 
the Chaplain’s School at William & Mary College, 
he was sent to Camp Perry, Va., to assist in the 
training of the Sea Bees. He served overseas one 
year as Chaplain of the Amphibious Boat Pool of 
the Eighth Fleet in the Mediterranean, and was 
commended by the Chaplain of the Fleet for con- 
spicuous service, in a letter to the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel. His present status, inactive duty with 
the U. S. Naval Reserve, permanent rank, Lieuten- 
ant Commander. 

He comes to Flora Macdonald from the First 
Presbyterian Church of Thomasville, Ga., where he 
returned for his second pastorate at tl 
request of the congregation. 


the unanimous 

Prior to his enlistment in the Navy, he was fo) 
a long period of time a trustee of Davidson College, 
first from Concord Presbytery, and after he moved 
to Tampa, he represented the Presbytery of St. 
Johns in Florida. He is now a trustee of Presby- 
terian College. His wife is the former Miss Emmie 
Osteen, of Sumter, 8S. C., and they have two sons, 
Marshal, Jr., a student in the Graduate School of 
Emory University, and Charles, a freshman at 
Presbyterian College. It is expects d that Dr. Wood- 
son will assume his new post by the first of the 
year. 

Able and progressive, Flora Macdonald’s third 
president is richly endowed with the qualities of 
outstanding educational, civic, and spiritual leader- 
ship so necessary to carry on the great work begun 
04 years ago by Dr. C. G. Vardell, now president 
emeritus, and continued successfully by Dr. H. G. 
Bedinger, who resigned in t 
enter the ministry. 


he fall of 1948 to re- 


L 


The Holy Spirit Is Felt In 
Fairview Revival 

Fairview Presbyterian Church, Route 1, Selma, 
N. C., with Rev. Denver S. Blevins as pastor, has 
had a real Spiritual awakening under the evan- 
gelistic preaching of the Rev. Charles W. Solomon, 
evangelist, of Fayetteville Presbytery, Fayetteville, 
N. C. The services were held October 24-30, with 
preaching each evening at 7:30 o’clock, good gaspel 
singing from the hearts of the Young People’s 
Choir and the congregation. 


N 


Twenty-nine were received into the fellowship of 
the Church, twenty-three by Profession of Faith 
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AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GA. 
The College has buildings, grounds and 
d at more than $3,000,- 
000.00, and endowment of am equal 
amount. The income on more than $500,- 


000.00 is used to aid worthy young wo- 


equipment vdlu 


49) 


men. Awards of aid are given to those 
qualified girls who apply early. For litera- 


. 


AIGaress: 


President J. R. McCain 
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and six by Church Letters at the closing services on 
Sunday night. 

The congregation received Spiritual blessings 
throughout the week and Rev. Mr. Solomon’s min- 
istry was greatly appreciated in the Fairview com- 
munity. 

Elder Jerry LaCelle Superintendent of tl 
Sunday School, and Elder James R. Murphy is 
Clerk of the Church. The Sunday School has an 
enrollment of 82 and the Church now has a mem- 
bership of 70. 


Presbytery Of Southwest Georgia 

I have resigned as Stated Clerk of Presbytery. 
The following official adjustments have been made 
Stated Clerk, Rev. R. L. Forbis, Jr., P.O. Box 365, 
Moultrie, Ga.; Chairman of Committee of Presby- 
tery’s Home Missions, Dr. Marshall S. Woodson, 
P.O. Box 386, Thomasville, Ga. Please note thes: 
changes and direct your mail accordingly. Thank 
you. —John W. Good, Retiring Stated Clerk. 
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to bless small beginnings, 


‘ 








Morningside Presbyterian Church 
Atlanta ... Georgia 
‘That giant oaks from little acorns grow”’ is not 


1e only evidence of God’s ability and willingness 
and cause them to grow 


s abundantly demonstrated by the development of 


tne Morningside 
Ga. On Novembe 


ganized with 
ao 


Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 


15t 


seventy- 


1, 19 


1 

[ 
¢: 
I 


25, this Church was 


ive charter members, hold- 


a small bungalow sponsored by the 


ng services in 
First Presbyterian Church. 
On October 16th, 1949, 


the first services were 


eld in the magnificent new Sanctuary, which has 
ist been completed together with spacious Educa- 


tional and Recreational facilities. The buildings are 
located upon a beautiful wooded tract comprising 
approximately eight acres, having a frontage on 
Morningside Drive of some 500 feet, and extending 
thru the block to Wessyngton Road. The invest- 
ment is now in excess of a half million dollars, and 
the Morningside Presbyterian Church may well be 
considered as one of the most beautiful and com- 
plete religious plants in the General Assembly. 


The Church personnel consist of Dr. Arthur Vann 
Gibson, Pastor; Miss Nancy Johnson, Director of 
Religious Education; Mrs. Foster L. Spain, Director 
of Music; Miss Elizabeth Chme, Secretary; eighteen 
Elders, and twenty-nine Deacons. 








Dr. 


{ lerk 


The 


Rev. Robert F. Kirkpatrick, D.D. 
F. 


age Septembe1 


Robert 


of the 


Kirkpatrick, who was 72 years of 


5, 


passed away at the Anderson 
Memorial Hospital on November 16. He came to 
Anderson, S. C.., 
Church in 1921, 


as pastor of the First Presbyterian 


and had made Anderson his home 
since retiring from the pastorate in May, 1939. At 
the time of his death Dr. Kirkpatrick was Stated 
Presbytery of 


community 


and 


4] 
vne 


*iedmont. 


Church at large 


« } 
Teel 


<eenly the loss that has been suffered in our losing 


such 


a great 


C} 


nr 


tian 


spirit. 


—Samuel S. Wiley. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in its 186th Stated 
Session held in the Tenth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church of Charlotte on October 18th was told by 
its retiring Moderator Dr. Monroe T. Gilmour, a 
practicing physician and an Elder in the Myers 
Park Church that many fears are preying upon 
people today and that in many cases the victims are 
not getting from either minister or physician the 
help they need. Then he held up Christ as “The 
Certainty That Heals.” 

tev. Robert L. McBath of Ellerbe was elected 
Moderator. Fifty-three Elders and_ sixty-three 
ministers were in attendance. 
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Presbytery received the following ministers: Rev. 
D. A. Huffines, from Fayetteville Presbytery, who 
becomes pastor of the Bethlehem Church; Rev. 
Harold D. Hayward, from Morris-Orange Presby- 
tery, Synod of New Jersey, U.S.A. Church, who 
has been installed pastor of the Providence Con- 
gregation; Rev. Watt M. Cooper, from Winston- 
Salem Presbytery, and Commission appointed to 
install him pastor of the Steele Creek Church; Rev. 
D. C. Crawford, from “sary, “eon Presbytery, to be 
installed pastor of the Fi Presbyterian C hurch of 
Wadesboro; Rev. H. V. ~ vata from Orange Pres- 
bytery, Vice President and Professor of Bible at 
Queens College. 


Mr. Dan Carlton was received as a candidate and 
examined with a view to ordination when he has 
completed his work at Columbia Seminary. He has 
been called to the Brainerd and Community 
Churches in East Rockingham. 


Mr. Charlton R. Kirby, a member of the First 
Church and a Davidson College student, was taken 
under the care of the Presbytery as a candidate 
for the Gospel Ministry. 


Presbytery dissolved the Lilesville Presbyterian 
Church and heard the report of a Commission that 
organized the Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church in 
Stanly County. A Commission was appointed to in- 
stall Rev. L. F. Cowan as pastor. 


A benevolent budget of $329,414.00 was adopted 
and apportioned to the one hundred Churches of 
the Presbytery. Dr. Chas. E. S. Kraemer presented 
the 3 in 1 Campaign for $40,000.00, including Pro- 
gram of Progress Home Missions, Camp Hermon 
Completion Fund and Presbytery’s Home Missions. 
The per capita tax was increased to 27 cents. From 
henceforth the Committee on Religious Education 
will have the responsibility for the operation of 
Camp Hermon. 


Rev. J. Walton Stewart, Jr. is the nominee for 
Moderator of the next meeting to be held in the 
ge Presbyterian Church of Albemarle on January 

1950. 


R. H. Stone, Executive Secretary. 





Smallwood Homes is Mecklenburg Presbytery’s 
newest chapel and is a new section of Charlotte. 
The Sunday school was organized August 28th in 
a tent. Later it has been meeting in buses and out 
of doors. The men of the community are building 
a hut to house the Sunday School until the new 
Church can be built. The excavation has been made 
and it is expected that rapid progress will be made 
with the work. 


Miss Willodene Smith has been visiting in the 
area and assisting Mr. Joe B. Long with the Sun- 
day School. 


A manse has been purchased on Gardner Avenue 
and into this has come Rev. Walter Baker, a 
minister of the U.S.A. Church, who will preach and 
develop the work looking forward to organization. 





Park Avenue is the new name for the former 
Roberdell Presbyterian Church. The old site had 
evidently served its usefulness and the church 
property was sold and a lovely new church was 
built in the suburbs of Rockingham. 


Miss Vivian Mabe is the Church worker there and 
there are splendid developments. 


To The Men Of The Presbyterian 
Church (United States) 


At a fellowship dinner held on Friday evening 
November 4th, in Atlanta, Georgia, during the 
Presbyterian Men’s Convention, a group from among 
those now living who had composed the Laymen’s 
Missionary Movement in the years, 1908-1923, with 
some ministers and laymen who had been interested 
in the work and its results met and heard some 
reports of those days. 

Among these results was the “Luebo Club” of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
which is one of the oldest men’s clubs in continuous 
existence, and which grew out of the Chattanooga 
Convention: and which has had monthly meetings 
ever since, and hears regularly from its missionaries 
on the foreign fields supported by the club. 


Another notable result is the work of the Men’s 
Missionary Group of the Presbyterian Church 
Petersburg, Va., which under the leadership of 
Mr. Robert M. Friend has sent $93,843.67 since 
its beginning to the Foreign Mission Work of our 
Church. 


Other reports of Convention held by the Lay- 
men’s Missionary Movement reminded the group of 
volunteers sent out to the fields and churches 
awakened to greater activity in various depart 
ments of the Lord’s work. 


These and other reports demonstrate that where 
Men’s clubs and Bible Classes have a definite goal, 
the blessing of the Lord is upon-their efforts and 
on the whole work of the Church. 


The consensus of opinion from these reports 
was that the “Men of the Church,” adult Bibk 
Classes, and men’s groups should accept a definite 
goal, and one to which they could respond and each 
have a part in leading every unbeliever to C! 
as Saviour, and every believer to an increasing 
knowledge of and participation in the world-wide 
work of the Church; and thus to bring back the 
Lord Jesus to make the blessed hope a reality. 





Survivors of the Laymen’s 
Missionary Movement, 
Presbyterian Cl 1urch, U. S. 





Korea 
NEEL BIBLE SCHOOL 
By Anna McQueen* 

After two months’ vacation, Neel Bible School 
opened on the first of September. We have started 
a boarding department, but are trying to get along 
without a dormitory building. Next year, we hope 
that conditions will be more favorable and that a 
dormitory can be erected with the Birthday Gift 
the Woman’s Auxiliary gave the school in 1947. 


Some of our students sleep on mud and stone 
floors, covered with a linoleum like oiled paper. 

All follow the Korean style and use a wooden block 
- a pillow. The Korean floors are supposed to be 
fired on the outside and heated by means of flues 
underneath them. However, a great many in Korea 
are sleeping on cold and damp floors because fuel 
is so scarce and expensive No doubt, lack of heat 
and lack of nourishing food are the chief causes of 
a very alarming percentage of tuberculosis in this 
country. 


We have converted three of the rooms in the 
ass building into semi-American style bedrooms. 
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Perhaps you would not recognize some of our im- 
provised beds as such. American friends might 
ecognize their chicken feed sacks put together like 
a crazy quilt and used for counterpanes. They are 
also being used for window curtains. The effect is 
right, if not harmonious! When the GI’s departed, 
they left us a few army blankets and comforts. 
They are a great boon and IF sufficient to supple- 
ment the limited amount of cover our students can 
ring from home, I think the American plan will 
prove more healthful than the Korean. 


The Industrial Building is being used as dining- 
room and kitchen. Our enrolment is thirty and with 
three exceptions, they are all widows or deserted 
wives. They are eager for some means of earning 
their expenses in school. As we continually come in 
contact with so many cast-off wives, we are re- 
minded of the time of the Judges when “every 
man did what was right in his own eyes.” 


It was hard to say “No” to some of the applicants, 
but we are trying to have a select school. We have 
endeavored to choose those who seemed most 
promising and really in earnest in their desire to 
study and train for church service. The larger 
Bible school in the station has sixty-eight students, 
mostly unmarried girls, in the Woman’s department, 
and ninety-seven boys and men in the Men’s De- 
partment. 





‘Missionary in Kwangju, Korea. 





Missions In China 


Excerpt from letter from Dr. Lalla Iverson, Med- 
ical Missionary. who arrived in Chicago, IIl., Au- 
gust 28, after leaving Hongkong, China, August 26 
by airplane. 


“T have been reading Garside’s ‘One In- 
creasing Purpose,’ the biography of Henry R. 
Luce, better known in China than his son, who 
is the editor of Time. He was one of the 
founders of Cheeloo. As I compare the early 
years of its history with the recent years, I 
find that there is a sobering resemblance. Faith 
returns to me as I contemplate the fact that 
through the years of repeated difficulties, 
students and doctors have nevertheless been 
trained to assume a role of Christian leader- 
ship. As long as this is so, who can say that it 
is not worth the comparatively small financial 
investment and the larger investment of life 
of the few individuals doing the work? 


“Flying over the Pacific, I was engaged in 
conversation about the Communists by my 
seatmate, a comedy man in a stage show which 
had been touring the South Pacific. He asked 
intelligent questions. In answer to one of them, 
I quoted from a paper I had recently read, the 
minutes of a meeting between Communist and 
Mission Christian leaders. The Communists 
had said that they did not fear Christianity, 
for a faith in God is certain to die out. 


“The actor leaned back his head and laughed 
triumphantly as if the war were already won 
and there were nothing to worry about. 


“‘Lord! he exclaimed, ‘that’s just where 
they’re making their big mistake!’ ” 





—= BOOK RIVES — 


“Mr. Jones—Meet The Master.” By Peter Mar- 
shall. Published by Fleming H. Revell Publishing 
Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Price $2.50. Seeking relief from an unhappy home 
life in Scotland, Peter Marshall planned to emigrate 
to America. He waited a year and a half for a visa 
and finally crossed the Atlantic Ocean. He spent 
five uneventful months in New Jersey. When a 
letter from Birmingham, Alabama, offered a posi- 
tion, he accepted it as an answer to prayer. 


Dr. Trevor Mordecai of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham, Ala., recognized the possi- 
bilities in Peter Marshall and arranged for his 
theological education at Columbia Theological 
Seminary of Decatur, Ga. Here he was graduated in 
1931. His first pastorate was in Covington, Ga., 
where he spent two years. From 1933 to 1937 he 
served as pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of Atlanta. 


In 1937 Peter Marshall became pastor of the 
historic New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
Washington. In 1947 he was appointed Chaplain of 
the U. S. Senate. Here he received wide recogni- 
tion because of his unusual prayers. He held both 
positions at the time of his death, January 25, 1949. 


Following Peter Marshall’s death, many requests 
came to his widow for the publication of his ser- 
mons and prayers. After reviewing over five 
hundred manuscripts, she selected a dozen for 
publication. These twelve sermons are now pub- 
lished under the title of “Mr. Jones, Meet The 
Master.” 


These sermons are presented to the public with- 
out change in the original manuscripts. There are 
no commas with his adjectives and phrases. The 
sentences are written in stairstep fashion. 


These sermons show the value of imagination in 
preaching. For example, in “The Grave In The 
Garden,” there is an account of the death of Christ 
with this flash of imaginative insight: ‘“‘The soldiers 
who had carried out the detail of the hammer and 
nails were quite satisfied that he was dead. ‘That 
one didn’t take long’ they said as they prepared to 
fall in line and march back to their barracks.” 


The first sermon, called “The Tap On The 
Shoulder,” is autobiographical. It portrays the 
evidences of God’s guidance in his own life. The 
other eleven deal with biblical themes. These 
sermons excel in character portrayal and dramatic 
appeal. They are couched in language that will 
interest people of all walks of life. 


— John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Write For Our New 1949-1950 Catalogue 
Of Evangelical Books 
Sent Free On Request 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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Have You Considered 
WESTMINSTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYP 
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STUDENT CHAPEL 


. Ned. B. Stonehouse leading daily student chapel. Westminster fosters devotional life of the stu- 
dents. The picture was entirely unposed. 


SEMINARY founded by Presbyterians 


to train men for the gospel ministry who are Presbyte- 
rians in thought and in deed. 


SEMINARY which regards the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
statements of the truth of God’s Word. 

SEMINARY whose excellent Biblical scholarship is shown in the publication of the Westminster 
Theological Journal, one of the leading Biblical reviews of our day. 

SEMINARY which regards as 
claiming the truth of God. 


SEMINARY whose founder, Dr. J. Gresham Machen, was a son of the South who was loyal to the 
Biblical prine.ples of his heritag 


llage. 


Catechisms to be faithful 


its most successful graduates those who are the most faithful in pro- 
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SEMINARY whose graduates are competent to proclaim the whole counsel of God to a lost and 
dying world. 


SEMINARY toward the support of which Southern 


Presbyterians were among the first to con- 
tribute. 
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For Information Write: Westminster The 2logical Seminary, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 
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Christmas And Your Friends GIVE GOOD BOOKS FOR 
Give Them A Year’s Subscription To CHRISTMAS 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 

° ° ° ° | 

A special rate of four gift subscriptions for 
five dollars. We will send gift card with your 


WRITE US FOR OUR FREE 
Please type or print all names and addresses. CATALOGUE 


name on it as per your instructions to us. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N.C. Weaverville, N. C. 
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